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Elgin community mourns unexpected death of U-46

administrator Ron Raglin
By: Madhu Krishnamurthy

Elgin Area School District U-46 administrator Ron Ralin died Monday. Courtesy of Elgin Area School
District U-46

Ronald Raglin, Elgin Area School District U-46's assistant superintendent of educational support
programs and alignment, died unexpectedly Monday. Brian Hill | Staff Photographer


https://www.dailyherald.com/newsroom/MadhuKrishnamurthy/

A sign outside Elgin Area School District U-46's headquarters pays tribute to the passing of administrator
Ron Raglin Monday. Courtesy of Elgin Area School District U-46

An impassioned advocate for students, Elgin Area School District U-46 administrator
Ronald Raglin died unexpectedly Monday from a heart attack.

Raglin, 58, of Elgin, was U-46's assistant superintendent of educational support
programs and alignment and received the city of Elgin's 2019 Dr. King Humanitarian
Award earlier this year.

He was known as a champion of educational equity who helped strengthen ties to
community partners to promote student success, according to district officials.

"Our hearts are all broken," U-46 spokeswoman Mary Fergus said.

Raglin's family released a brief statement explaining the circumstances of his
unexpected death.

"Ron underwent a successful surgery on Friday, and he was healing and progressing
well," the statement said. "However, he suffered a sudden cardiac episode on Monday
and could not be revived. We are deeply saddened by our loss. We covet your prayers as
we grieve Ron's passing."”

Raglin grew up on Chicago's South Side. His best friend at the time was Arne Duncan,
who later became U.S. Secretary of Education under former President Barack Obama.
He taught and coached in California for 18 years before moving back to Chicago in 2002
to help then-CEO Duncan with the administration of Chicago Public Schools. He moved
to Elgin after joining U-46 more than seven years ago.

"He is, and always will be, my friend and your friend," U-46 CEO Tony Sanders wrote in
a message to staff Monday night. "Now is not the time to remind you of Ron's biography.
I'd rather remind you of his exceptional heart. ... His love of this district and all our
beautiful learners. His passion for ensuring that 'All Means All' is not just three words,
but a calling that we strive for every day. ... He modeled the importance of connections,
and that is why we will feel his loss so deeply."

Raglin called working for U-46 his "dream job." He oversaw college readiness programs,
promoted equity and mentoring initiatives and worked with the Alignment
Collaborative for Education, or ACES, which aims to raise student achievement, create
productive members of society and advance economic and social well-being.



Sanders said he was part of the administrative team that brought Raglin to U-46.

"He's a good guy," Sanders said, choking back tears. "Ron was the biggest cheerleader
for public education and for U-46. He gave us his all."

During his time with U-46, Raglin started out working on equity and social justice, then
oversaw all middle and high schools. He served on the ACE governing board playing a
key role in rolling out the district's alignment initiatives.

Raglin transformed what began as a clergy advisory committee into an Interfaith
Advisory Council providing mentors to schools. He oversaw the district's African
American Advisory Council and was responsible for rolling out the Advancement Via
Individual Determination, or AVID, college readiness program districtwide. Most
recently, Raglin led a team in developing the district's equity plan, which will be
reviewed by the school board this fall.

"There's really not an area that he did not touch," Sanders said.

Margaret Frisch Klein, rabbi of Congregation Kneseth Israel in Elgin and a close friend
of Raglin, said it is the toughest news she has had to break to community members.

"It's heartbreaking," she said. "He was a 'mensch' -- a good, decent person. And he really
believed in the good in everybody."

"In a place where there is no good person, strive to be that good person. That was Ron,"
Klein said, paraphrasing a Talmudic saying.

Raglin never stopped being an advocate for students even after they graduated and
helped them find jobs, said Bill Wright, who served with Raglin on the ACE governing
board.

"Watching him at a few graduations I attended, he would sit in a corner on the Sears
Centre floor and smile at all the AVID students receiving their diplomas as a proud papa
would," Wright wrote on Facebook. "His U-46 community lost a dear colleague. His
students lost a champion."

Danise Habun, chair of Elgin's King Celebration Planning Committee and a friend of
Raglin, said he earned the humanitarian award partly because of "his deep-rooted
respect and admiration for Dr. King and also because of his firmly held belief in equity
for all students."

"He was just a marvelous advocate for everybody," Habun said. "He had several
outstanding qualities. One was his genuineness as a human being and his passion
around racial justice, and just his ability to listen ... to critically think about many of the
issues that are facing so many of us."

Raglin is survived by his wife of more than 35 years, Tena, also a teacher, his adult
children, Matthew and Marissa, and three grandchildren. He was a member of Willow
Creek Community Church in South Barrington. Services are pending.

U-46 urged employees who need assistance dealing with his loss to call the Employee
Assistance Program at (866) 828-6052.
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U46 mourns death of administrator

Raglin, an assistant superintendent for the district, dies at 58
By Rafael Guerrero

Raglin

The School District U46 and Elgin community mourned Tuesday after the death of
Ronald Raglin, the district’s assistant superintendent of educational support programs
and alignment.

Raglin, 58, died Monday, district officials confirmed. He was hired at U46 in 2012 and
had been in public education for more than 35 years.

In a statement, Raglin’s wife, Tena, said Raglin had undergone successful surgery on
Friday and was “healing and progressing well.” However, he suffered a sudden cardiac
episode on Monday and could not be revived, she said.

“We are deeply saddened by our loss,” she said. “We covet your prayers as we grieve
Ron’s passing.”

Nancy Coleman, executive director for the Elgin-area Alignment Collaborative for
Education, said she was “devastated” over the news of her close friend.

“He cared about more students than anyone I ever met,” said Coleman. Raglin was a
vice chair on one of the boards of the alignment collaborative Coleman oversees.

A sign outside the U46 central services building read, “Rest in Peace Ron, Your U46
family will miss you.”

On Monday evening, CEO Tony Sanders issued a statement on Raglin’s death that went
out to all district staff.



“Ron is more than just a cabinet member serving our students for more than seven
years. He is, and always will be, my friend and your friend,” Sanders wrote.

“Now is not the time to remind you of Ron’s biography,” he continued. “I’d rather
remind you of his exceptional heart. His love for his wife, Tena. For his children and
grandchildren. His love of this district and all our beautiful learners. His passion for
ensuring that ‘All Means All’ is not just three words, but a calling that we strive for every
day.”

Sanders called him his “right-hand man” with the Superintendent’s Scholarship
program, among other initiatives. Sanders said Raglin left his mark in U46 and it will be
felt forever.

“If you remind students how much you love them, they will do anything to achieve the
best they can,” said Sanders. “And I don’t know if I know anyone who embodied that
message as much as Ron Raglin.”

Raglin once described his role in U46 as his “dream job.”

He moved to Elgin from Chicago after taking the position with U46 to demonstrate his
commitment to the district’s “vital and vibrant” communities. In his role, he oversaw the
district’s AVID college readiness system, worked with the Alignment Collaborative for
Education, which is seeking to incorporate career pathways in the high schools, among
other duties. He served on multiple advisory groups in the area, including the Interfaith
Advisory Council and the African-American Advisory Council.

Coleman described Raglin as a close friend despite having known him for only two
years. He described Raglin as a “bigger-than-life” figure, and a “kind and giving man.”

“He was a teacher to the core,” she said. “We need more Ron Raglins in this community,
and we need to celebrate his legacy.”

In January, the City of Elgin’s Human Relations Commission awarded Raglin the 2019
Dr. King Humanitarian Award at its 34th annual Dr. King Prayer Breakfast.

“Let us reach out and go beyond ourselves,” Raglin said at the January gathering. “That
is in the keeping of the Dr. Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Stay strong, stay in the dream,
stay alive in your conscious and keep pushing.”

Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein with Congregation Kneseth Israel in Elgin nominated
Raglin for the award, feeling he exemplified the vision and ideals of the civil rights
leader. Both Klein and Raglin arrived in Elgin about the same time. Raglin was the first
person outside of the synagogue to reach out to her upon her arrival, she said.

Frisch Klein said her nomination noted that “while King is Ron’s superhero, Ron is
: »
mine.

“Probably what I admired from him the most is this commitment to education, the
power of education, and the need for education and the belief that every kid could
succeed,” she said.

Raglin grew up on Chicago’s South Side, attending William Shakespeare Elementary
School and Martin Luther King High School, U46 said in a previous news release.



He spent 18 years as an instructor in middle and high schools in the San Joaquin
Central Valley of California, teaching English, math, government, economics and
coaching basketball and soccer. Raglin is survived by his wife, two children, three
grandchildren, and friends and family and colleagues in Elgin, Chicago, and California.
No memorial services had been announced as of Tuesday.

U46 recognizes Special Olympics gold medalists

By: Rafael Guerrero

.
School District U46 board members and officials recognize BlueStars members at Monday’s school board
meeting. The four students won gold medals at the Illinois Special Olympics summer games this year.
(Rafael Guerrero/Courier-News )

School District U46 officials honored five students who won gold medals at the Illinois
Special Olympics and International Cheer Union’s World Championships this past
spring and summer.

At the start of Monday’s school board meeting, the board introduced students Natalie
Gort, Laila Tran, Constantina “Tina” Hondros and Jackson Miller. The four participated
in this year’s Illinois Special Olympics summer games in the Bloomington-Normal area.

Three of the four — Gort, Tran, and Hondros — were members of the district’s BlueStars
team that competes in Special Olympics competitions. Miller participated in the Illinois
Special Olympics through the Northern Illinois Special Recreation Association.

Both Gort, a fourth grade student at Nature Ridge Elementary School in Bartlett, and
Streamwood High School senior Tran won gold medals in the 200-meter run. Hondros,
a freshman at Bartlett High School, received gold in the 25-meter freestyle swim.

“(Hondros) has a constant smile, thoughtful disposition, and always, always
demonstrates good sportsmanship. In every event I have ever seen her compete in, she
initiates kind conversations with the athletes she is sitting next to and competing
against,” said BlueStars coach Lindsey Reynolds in a news release announcing their
accomplishments. “(Tran) is a bright light and is constantly positive and lifting each
person up, including her coaches. She is never without a smile on her face, and



celebrates both victories and challenging events with the same vigor and positive
attitude.

“(Gort) is a great little competitor,” Reynolds added. “She may be one of our younger
athletes, but she has shown that her athleticism is right up there with the more
experienced athletes.”

Miller, an 11th grade student at Larkin High School, won gold in the 50-meter
backstroke swim. In the announcement, his mother, Rebecca Miller, credited Larkin
High School coach Nate Williams with helping her son find his passion in swimming.
Larkin launched its swim team in 2018, and the coach made sure to find a place for
Jackson on the team, she said.

The four received Accent on Achievement certificates from U46 CEO Tony Sanders and
the U46 school board at Monday’s school board meeting.

Also recognized Monday but not in attendance was Renee Grandstaff, who won gold
with the USA Cheer’s U.S. National Special Olympics Unified Intermediate Team at the
International Cheer Union’s World Championships in April in Orlando. Grandstaff is a
member of the Hanover Park-based Elite Stars and a student in the District’s transition
programs, which serve students with special needs through the age of 22.
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U-46 budget continues taxpayer impact trend

By Seth Hancock

Will taxpayers in School District U-46
see any relief from any level of taxa-
tion, state or local?

The short-term answer appears to be
no after the Fiscal Year 2020 budget
was presented to the Board of Educa-
tion on Monday, Aug. 12. Board mem-
ber Melissa Owens was absent.

Based on current estimates of receiv-
ing $197 million from the state under
the “evidence-based” funding formu-
la, U-46 plans to increase spending by
$36.2 million to $594.3 million total in
FY2020, a 6.5 percent increase from
$558.1 million. At the same time, the
district is expecting a 2.5 percent de-
crease in student population with en-
rollment expected to drop by 950 stu-
dents, from 38,394 to 37,444, this year.

Increased spending with declining
enrollment has become a long-term
trend in U-46, this being the fifth
straight year, and it is projected to con-
tinue indefinitely according to the
budget projections. Spending is pro-
jected to rise 14 percent to $636.2 mil-
lion in 2023 (revenue rising to $636.9
million) and enrollment dropping 9
percent to 34,945, with total utilized
capacity dropping from 67 percent to
62 percent.

With a long-term view using U-46
budget information and Illinois State
Board of Education data, if the dis-
trict’s future forecasts become reality
there will have been a 14.1 percent de-
cline in enrollment from 40,687 stu-
dents in 2012 while costs will have
risen 48 percent from $430 million in
FY2012.

From FY2012 to FY2019, enrollment
has dropped 5.6 percent (2,293 fewer

students) and spending has increased
by $128.1 million (29.8 percent) which
is over $80 million faster than the rate
of inflation according to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics inflation calculator.

The “evidence-based” funding formu-
la became law in 2017 with U-46 receiv-
ing $157 million in 2018, $178 million
in 2019 and a projected $197 million in
2020 according to the budget.

The district is planning for annual in-
creases from the state through the for-
mula of at least $5 million despite evi-
dence suggesting Illinois is in poor fis-
cal health.

Illinois is $160.9 billion in debt ac-
cording to usdebtclock.org, popula-
tion has continued to decline and it is
ranked the worst in the nation for fi-
nancial health according to George
Mason University’s Mercatus Center’s
annual report. Since 2010, Moody’s In-
vestor Service has consistently rated
Illinois as the worst state in the nation
with a near junk-bond status and $234
billion in unfunded pension liabilities.

To pay help for “evidence-based”
funding, the state hiked the personal
income tax rates by 32 percent and the
corporate tax rate by 33.3 percent.

Furthermore, state taxpayers have
seen hikes recently with 21 new tax
and fee increases signed by Gov. ].B.
Pritzker with more being proposed.

Supporters of the “evidence-based”
system, including U-46 officials, ex-
pressed the need for property tax relief
as part of the reason for the new fund-
ing model.

Now with the additional lobbied for
state funds, U-46 still plans on increas-
ing its property tax levy by the maxi-
mum amount allowed under law

Dist. U-46 vote supports
union-filed grievance

By Seth Hancock

The Board of Education in School
District U-46 sided with an employee
union regarding a grievance submit-
ted by the District U-46 Transporta-
tion Union (DUTU) at its meeting on
Monday, Aug. 12.

The vote, which came with no dis-
cussion, was 5-1 with board member
Donna Smith voting no. Board mem-
ber Melissa Owens was absent.

There was little transparency as the
only public information on the agenda
was listing the item as DUTU Griev-
ance #13-05-19 Step III with Board
Policy 5.290 being referenced.

Board member Veronica Noland
made the motion “to uphold the
grievance, and grant DUTU it’s re-
quested relief.”

The Examiner asked the district what
the nature of the grievance was and if
there was any financial impact based
on the board’s vote, but the district
did not respond to the inquiry. Smith
was also asked for her reasoning be-
hind voting no, but she also did not re-
spond.

The grievance likely stemmed from a
staff firing or suspension as the cited
board policy, 5.290, pertains to sus-
pension and dismissal of support staff
members.

That policy states that staff “may be
suspended for up to 30 days and dis-
charged” and also gives the superin-
tendent or CEO authorization to “im-
mediately relieve from duties with or
without pay any employee for incom-
petence, cruelty, negligence, immoral-
ity, illegality, insubordination, or other
sufficient cause.”

Transportation staff is specified in the
policy as it states: “Any school bus
driver who abandons his/her school
bus while it contains a child who is
without other adult supervision will
be dismissed immediately. A bus dri-
ver will be excused in case of an emer-
gency as determined by the District.”

DUTU'’s contract defines a grievance
as a “claim by an employee or the
Union that there has been a violation,
misinterpretation, or misapplication
of any provision of this Agreement.”

Prior to coming before the board, a
grievance must first be heard by an
employee’s immediate supervisor and
then the superintendent under the
contract.

Smith’s vote was the first no vote by
the new board since being seated on
April 30. Including consent agenda
items, there had been 139 straight
items approved by the current board
without a dissenting vote.

which includes an expected $3.1 mil-
lion increase in property tax funds this
year and about $6 million annually
through 2022.

Using the $3.1 million estimate in ad-
ditional property tax revenue, U-46
theoretically could cut the property tax
levy by over $30 million and still in-
crease spending at the level it had
planned to in the FY2019 budget pro-
jections while maintaining a balanced
budget.

If the property tax levy were held flat,
spending could increase by $33.1 mil-
lion in FY2020 for $591.2 million in to-
tal spending. In June, the district tenta-
tively budgeted spending at $579.6
million in FY2020 meaning the district
could cut the property tax levy by
$11.6 million and still increase total
spending by $21.5 million. In the
FY2019 budget, the district projected it
could operate the district at $559.1 mil-
lion in spending meaning the property
tax levy could be cut by $32.1 million
and $1 million could still be added to
total spending.

While taxpayers are the ones footing

the bill for the increased spending, it’s
the legislators who deserve the thanks
for increasing their tax bills according
to Sanders.

“Evidence-based funding in the state
of Ilinois has really done a lot for our
school district and our students,”
Sanders said before the FY2020 budget
was presented. He added: “I want to
make sure that we recognize and we
thank our legislators.”

Sanders said that the “evidence-
based” funding has allowed the dis-
trict to “lower class sizes deliberately”
and increase the staff size. The number
of full-time employees (FTE) is project-
ed to increase by 84 this year from
4,726 to 4,810 while rising by 576, an
addition on average of 115.2 FTEs an-
nually since 2016 while enrollment has
declined by over 2,000 students since
then.

Salaries and benefits combined were
at $344 million in 2016 and are budget-
ed at $404 million in FY2020, a $60 mil-
lion increase.

See U-46 Budget, pg. 5

ngle
G -
.,\ o
P @ Syilj
$ Countitl
& Clopal
i A% Fir
Ch
G Ches .
J"S ad
» < S
-
@ -
\ ,
e o~
# ?
/ A
/ v
/
’ Fil
[ g
L, -‘.“
Pia) 4
NS ) A
}
|
ol ¥
U ! !
§ - b 4
e PR
) Q‘ .~

S
i
e RIm=
B e fDallEe | Fr
M
4
N\
,,-r.-‘l;' \
= P
A \ |
’ B
] ‘
vl - oS |
)] 1.
\ S ‘
9} b " <
ST %
4‘{‘ \
2
‘ ’ %
et
" ' .4;;65.{‘7@,,

First time recitation

Kindergartners in Kaye Alvarado’s class at Hilltop Elementary School
reciting the ‘Pledge of Allegiance’ for the first time on Wednesday,
Aug. 14. For story and more photos see page 8

(Examiner photo by Juli Schatz)
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Developer funds ratified
for release to Dist. U-46

By Seth Hancock

The Village Board of Trustees unani-
mously approved of the release of
$426,370 to School District U-46 at its
meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 20.

U-46 made a request for the funds in
July. They are part of a developer de-
posit fund in which developers make
contributions to go towards schools.

“Under the Bartlett Donation Ordi-
nance, the Village collects money from
developers for the impacts of their de-
velopments on the Village and other
taxing bodies, including School Dis-
trict U-46, and held in the Village’s
Developer Deposit Fund, wrote Bryan
Mraz, village attorney, in a memo. The
purpose is “to reimburse it for certain
school improvements that are ‘Quali-
fied Expenditures’ as defined in the
Bartlett Donation Ordinance.”

That fund’s balance was at $426,370
at the time of the request.

The school district, the second largest
in the state, includes multiple munici-
palities and unincorporated areas
which include schools outside of
Bartlett.

The Bartlett ordinance requires the
funds to “be used solely for construc-
tion of new schools or capital im-
provements to schools in Bartlett,” ac-
cording to Mraz.

“The Village collects donation
monies from developers of residential
homes in Bartlett, or owners of lots
upon which homes are built, at the
time a building permit is applied for
pursuant to the Bartlett Donation Or-
dinance, for school, park district, li-
brary and Village purposes, and pays
money out to the different taxing dis-
tricts in accordance with the restric-
tions in that ordinance,” Mraz wrote.
“Any extraction or required donation

’:“'=-\,44
= -

Angela Bogacki Skidmore, DDS

that the Village imposes on a develop-
er or owner must be ‘specifically and
uniquely attributable’ to the develop-
ment, or it is subject to legal challenge
by the developer or owner.”

Mraz added: “Thus, donations col-
lected from a Bartlett developer are
not validly collected and paid to U-46
for a new school or capital improve-
ment of a school, for example, on the
west side of Elgin that no Bartlett chil-
dren attend.”

The fund has sparked discussion in
the past before Bartlett High School or
Hawk Hollow and Liberty elementary
schools were built.

“There was much debate and conflict
between the Village and U-46 about
the purposes that U-46 was requesting
and spending donation monies col-
lected by the Village of Bartlett and
paid or not paid by it to U-46,” Mraz
stated.

The debate’s been subdued since
those schools were built according to
Mraz as U-46s requests for funds
have now been clearly qualified under
the Bartlett ordinance.

The construction of the two elemen-
tary schools in 2003 as well as bus
loading improvements at Centennial
Elementary School and the acquisition
of land next to Liberty in 2005 resulted
in $15.6 million in qualified expenses.

The village released $8.5 million in
funds from U-46 requests between
2003 and 2017.

In 2019, $2.8 million was spent by U-
46 on capital improvements at Nature
Ridge, Prairieview and Sycamore
Trails elementary schools on parking
lots, drives and play areas bringing
qualified expenses by U-46 to $18.3
million. The balance of unreimbursed
qualified expenses is now $9.8 million.

appy
 Lab or Day!

Cheryl Nakfoor, DDS
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Real estate purchase part of ratified U-46 expenses

By Seth Hancock

The Board of Education in School
District U-46 unanimously approved
of the purchase of an Elgin property
costing $1 million as well as the Fiscal
Year 2020 Northern Kane County Re-
gional Vocational System (NKCRVS)
budget, an itemized bills list and 25
expenditure items at its meeting on
Monday, Aug. 12.

All of the items were approved with-
out discussion by 6-0 votes. Board
member Melissa Owens was absent.

The property is located at 955-967
East Chicago St., and will be pur-
chased from ELLJEANE LLC accord-
ing to the purchase and sale agree-
ment which also stated it is “approxi-
mately 31,641 square feet of combined
building area located on approximate-
ly 4.95 acres of land.”

Jeff King, deputy superintendent of
operations, said the district will be

able to build 150 to 175 parking spaces
with the purchase which comes short-
ly after the district purchased proper-
ty at 1019 E. Chicago St.

“This property is just west of 1019,
which we purchased about 18 months
ago and had started working on the
parking lot,” King said and added:
“We will basically utilize the whole
parking facility which leaves us with a
90,000 to 100,000 square foot building
that we really can’t put anything in.”

King said the district will start dis-
cussing what to do with the 1019
building.

In May 2018, the previous board ap-
proved of the purchase of the 1019
property at $4 million which the dis-
trict also estimated $4 million addi-
tionally to renovate. The purpose was
to move U-46’s welcome center and
testing facility and to move buses to
the facility in order to eliminate shut-

Sabres boys golf tees oft
with shortened 2019 start

By Seth Hancock

The Streamwood boys golf team
hopes to get better throughout the sea-
son to prepare for a solid 2019 post-
season.

The Sabres got some competition in
for the opening week at the Larkin In-
vite, but the tournament was cut short
due to lighting on Wednesday, Aug. 21
at the Golf Club of Illinois in Algo-
nquin. Streamwood got seven holes in
before the day’s play was called.

Despite not finishing, Sabres coach
Robert Wise was able to get to see his
guys play a bit and was happy with
what he saw.

“I think we did pretty good for the
seven holes we finished,” Wise said.
“We had Corey Cecille, Jake Zolnier-

czyk, Travis Beer and Austin Barousse
playing.”

Wise added: “They were hitting some
solid shots and got a few pars, so it
was a good day.”

Cecille (junior), Zolnierczyk (junior)
and Beer (senior) are among the
Sabres’ returning varsity members.
Sophomore Michael Olman also re-
turns, and freshmen Isak Lujan and
Kyle Tomlinson are expected to con-
tribute as newcomers.

Ultimately, Wise said the goal is
preparing Streamwood for the post-
season by getting better each time out
on the course.

“Our goal every year is to improve
each time we play, win matches and
have a strong postseason,” Wise said.

Firefighters extricate driver
following two-car accident

According to the Streamwood Fire
Department, on Tuesday, Aug. 20, at
9:01 p.m., it responded to a report of
an automobile crash with a fire at the
intersection of Irving Park Road (Illi-
nois Route 19) and Sutton Road (Illi-
nois Route 59).

The incident was a two vehicle colli-
sion involving a small SUV and a
pick-up truck. Both vehicles sustained
major damage, but there was no fire.
The driver of a SUV sustained life-
threatening injuries and was pinned
in the vehicle. Firefighters entered the

vehicle and administered advanced
life support care to the patient. It took
55 minutes to extricate the patient
from the vehicle using numerous res-
cue tools. The patient was removed in
stable condition, and transported by
helicopter to Good Samaritan Hospi-
tal in Downers Grove.

The driver of the pick-up truck was
uninjured and refused treatment at
the scene.

Streamwood firefighters were assist-
ed by Hanover Park, Bartlett, and
Hoffman Estates personnel.

Area pilot provides flights for
“Young Eagles” participants

According to the EAA Aviation Cen-
ter, an area pilot has now given more
than 200 young people a free demon-
stration airplane ride as part of the
EAA “Young Eagles” program, which
is introducing a new generation to the
world of flight.

Among the more than 50,000 volun-
teers around the world who have do-
nated their time and aircraft to the ef-
fort is Peter Murphy of Streamwood.
All pilots in the Young Eagles pro-
gram explain the safe operation of air-
planes and principles of flight before
the short trips. Participating young
people become official Young Eagles
with the flight. The names of the pilots
and the participants are also included
in the “World’s Largest Logbook,”
which is on permanent display in the
EAA Aviation Museum in Oshkosh,

Wisconsin, and online through the
Young Eagles web site. Young Eagles
also have access to an online pilot
training course, made possible by
Sporty’s Pilot Shops, located in
Batavia, Ohio.

The Young Eagles Program was un-
veiled by the Experimental Aircraft
Association (EAA) in July 1992 and
has now flown more than 2 million
young people, primarily between the
ages of 8 and 17. EAA is a worldwide
organization with over 200,000 mem-
bers who enjoy all facets of recreation-
al flight. The Young Eagles program
goal is to allow young people to expe-
rience positive activities and discover
the possibilities available to them
within the world of aviation.

For more information, visit
www.youngeagles.org.

tling employees.

The NKCRVS budget, funded
through Illinois and federal govern-
ment grants, is a joint-budget between
four school districts and set both rev-
enues and expenditures at $1.8 mil-
lion. The approved itemized bills to-
taled $28 million.

The expenditure items totaled $5.3
million and were all approved under
the consent agenda which also includ-
ed a settlement agreement in Olsen v.
School District U-46. No information
on the cost or nature of the lawsuit
was provided.

Included in the expenditures were
four items with Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt including contract renewals
costing $105,979 for Read 180/Sys-
tems44 resources and $98,560 for pro-
fessional development on those re-
sources, both to be paid for by the na-
tion’s taxpayers through grant funds.
From the education fund the district
will purchase FASTT Math software
costing $75,000 and System 44 literacy
resources costing $52,962.

The largest expenditure is $2.1 mil-
lion, from grant funds, with 18 differ-
ent entities for speech language thera-
pist services.

Also from grant funds is $543,058
with three entities (Top Echelon, Com-
munity Therapy, EBS Healthcare) for
occupational therapists, $357,500 with
One Hope United for preschool ser-
vices, $208,081 with Career Staff and
Soliant for school psychologists,
$197,000 with Geneva Hearing Ser-
vices for audiology equipment,
$115,700 with Renaissance Services for
STAR 360 resources, $100,000 to Elgin
Community College to use its facili-
ties, $73,389 for New-2-You resources,
$49,002 with Great Minds for Eureka
Math professional development,
$42,694 with McGraw Hill for reading

mastery and corrective reading re-
sources, $37,590 to Instructional
Coaching Group for professional de-
velopment, $30,412 with Cengage
Learning ) for Canciones y Cuentos
literacy resources, $26,288 with Imag-
ine Learning, Inc. for Spanish online
literacy resources and $25,000 with
Mackin Maker Professional Develop-
ment professional development for li-
brarians.

From the education fund is $419,780
with Istation for digital learning re-
sources, $131,768 with Mind Research
Institute for ST Math software, $94,500
with Central Unit District 301 for U-46
students to take veterinary classes,
$72,735 with Encyclopedia Britannica
Online for the research tool, $40,850
with TurnltIn, LLC for the literacy re-
source and $25,000 with SchoolPace:
American Reading Company for a
data collection and tracking resource.

From the operations and mainte-
nance fund was $253,560 with Stabi-
lizer Solutions for Hilltopper Infield
Mix to be used on softball fields.

Facebook
not to be utilized

Due to the recent privacy
breeches on Facebook that re-
sulted in massive losses of per-
sonal data The Examiner will
no longer publish any items
that list, reference or utilize
specific Facebook addresses.

The extensive breeches were
the subject of a Federal Trade
Commission investigation
that resulted in a huge finan-
cial settlement.

MORE ACCESS.
MORE SPACE.
MORE JOY.

BUY FIVE, GET ONE FREE

Expires 9/30/2019.*

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

Schedule your free design consultation

(833) 833-9790

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am-4pm EST

Upgrade your existing cahinets with
custom pull-out shelves.
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*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions.
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School begins anew for V1llage students

It was the first day of school for thousands of students in School District U-46
and Streamwood on Wednesday, Aug. 14. Kindergarten teachers helped first-
time students find their cubbies, listened to stories and learned how to be good
students and find their way around a school. By the end of the day most students
appeared happy and excited to be starting their educational journey.

First-grade teacher Selena Alonso at Ridge Circle Elementary School helped

students get settled in on their first day of class.

away before class begins.

Elena Bisquert’s kindergarten students lined up to find their cubbies and learn to put thelr backpaks

' W-V 7 »

Kindergartners listened attentvely to Erin Caghlin as she explained when to
be quiet during class.

Students in Karen Lehnhardt’s klndergarten class lis-
tened as she introduced herself to them.

\\

idge Circle Elememaw S@h@@lJ :‘

g - 1969-201933 « /% NS
B / ° ] L v 8 J;\ﬁ : 7 B
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A brightly colored banner welcomed students at Ridge Circle Elementary.

-— =

Karina Rosa asked her kmdergartners at Hilltop Elementary School who was
excited about starting school. (Examiner photos by Juli Schatz)
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Sabres football looking to
be competitive, improved

By Seth Hancock

The Streamwood football team
hopes a strong offseason can help
lead to a productive 2019 season.

The Sabres were 1-8 last year, both
overall and in the Upstate Eight Con-
ference. They hope to improve on
that this season which Streamwood
coach Don Guindon said will take ex-
ecution in games.

“Our goals for this season are to be
competitive in the conference and im-
prove on last year’s record,” Guin-
don said.

Guindon added: “We had a very
good offseason and summer so we
need to focus on executing the game
plan on Friday nights.”

Streamwood returns some solid tal-
ent including senior offensive line-
man Josh Leathers who was an all-
conference selection last year and
currently has multiple college offers.
Other key returners include seniors

Sirrion Dixon (running back) and T.J.
Phan (linebacker) as well as sopho-
more Richard Santiago (wide receiv-
er).

Some newcomers to watch include
juniors Tre Sanders (linebacker) and
Nick Larak (defensive lineman) as
well as sophomores Richard Ro-
driguez (offensive lineman), Eric
Gomez (offensive lineman) and An-
drew Phan (quarterback).

“Defensively we are going to be
very experienced,” Guindon said.
“Every player on defense that is start-
ing for us got playing time on the var-
sity level a year ago.”

Guindon added: “Offensively we
will be on the younger side, but we
have quite a few players that will be
explosive with the ball in their
hands.”

The Sabres will be on the road for
their opener, an UEC game against
Glenbard South on Friday, Aug. 30.

‘Leans supportive’ rank given
to state by pro-choice group

By Rebecca Anzel
Capitol News Illinois

Illinois was designated a state that
“leans supportive” — one step more
protective than neutral — toward
abortion access by a national research
group that supports reproductive
rights.

The categorization comes after De-
mocratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed
into law a measure enshrining access
to reproductive health care a funda-
mental right on June 12.

The Guttmacher Institute analyzed
six types of restrictive abortion poli-
cies and six types of protective ones
in each state, and classified them on a
scale ranging from very hostile to
very supportive.

Before this legislative session, Illi-
nois was designated a “middle-
ground” state. A bill from former Re-
publican Gov. Bruce Rauner’s tenure
allows taxpayer dollars to be used for
abortions, and a series of attorney
general opinions clarified advanced
practice clinicians could prescribe
abortion medications.

With the Reproductive Health Act,
sponsored in the House by Chicago
Democrat Kelly Cassidy and in the
Senate by Grayslake Democrat
Melinda Bush, Illinois has a state law
enshrining access to the procedure
and mandating private insurance
companies that cover pregnancy-re-
lated benefits to cover abortion as
well. That brought the Land of Lin-
coln’s categorization to “leans sup-
portive.”

“In a devil’s advocate role, most of
what we did with the RHA is remove
bad things. In reality, 99 percent of
what we did is take away potential
pitfalls,” Cassidy said. “I guess it
makes a little more sense through
that lens, but I would’ve expected,
between House Bill 40 and the RHA,
that we would appear a little more fa-
vorable than just ‘leans supportive.””

Bush added that by passing the act,
the state became a “beacon” for
women'’s health care rights.

The states neighboring Illinois — in-
cluding Wisconsin, lowa, Missouri,
Kentucky and Indiana — each re-
ceived a varying designation of “hos-
tile” abortion policies.

Elizabeth Nash, the Institute’s se-
nior states issues manager, said there
are a few actions the General Assem-
bly could take to improve Illinois’
classification.

Democrats Elgie Sims, a senator
from Chicago, and Emanuel “Chris”
Welch, a representative from Hill-

side, are already working on one ac-
tion — repealing the Parental Notifi-
cation of Abortion Act.

The law, which mandates those un-
der 18 consult their parents two days
before getting an abortion procedure,
is the only restriction the Guttmacher
Institute tracks that Illinois has on the
books.

Sims and Welch introduced legisla-
tion striking the act from law earlier
this year. Efforts to advance Senate
Bill 1594 and House Bill 2467 will re-
sume either in late October when
lawmakers are back in the Statehouse
for veto session or in January for the
next regular session of the General
Assembly, Welch said.

Striking the Parental Notification of
Abortion Act from statute is impor-
tant, the sponsors added, because it is
an obstacle to abortion access for mi-
nors.

“I think the repeal is, quite frankly,
going to be a difficult discussion, and
I've had many of them,” Sims said.
“If we are going to make Illinois the
strongest state in the union that it can
be, then we have to have these legiti-
mate policy-based discussions about
what our laws look like, particularly
as they are related to health care dis-
cussions.”

To further improve the state’s desig-
nation, Nash said the Legislature
could also consider adding a protec-
tion for access to abortion to Illinois’
constitution and pass a law safe-
guarding access to abortion clinics.

“This isn’t a slam on the law at all.
It’s just that there remains more to do
in Illinois,” Nash said.

Brigid Leahy, senior director for
public policy for Planned Parenthood
of Illinois, said the Institute’s criteria
serve as motivation for advocates
and legislators to “keep plugging
away.”

“I'm glad they have high standards.
We should hold ourselves to that and
strive to meet them,” she said. “We
know there is still more work to be
done to improve the status of our
state.”
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Connections

Poplar Creek Public Library

Library Closures
The Main and Branch libraries will be
closed on Sept. 1 and 2 in observance
of Labor Day. Please use outdoor book
drops to return library materials.
Picasso Art Class
Thursday, Aug. 29 at 6:30 p.m.
Meeting Room 1
There are still seats available for our
popular step-by-step art class with in-
structor Sarah Nasir-no experience
needed! This month we will be paint-
ing a beautiful waterfall scene. Regis-
tration required; Poplar Creek Library
cardholders only. A $5 material fee to
be paid upon registration. To register,
please call 483-4910 or visit our web-
site calendar.
Dedicate a Brick
Memorialize a loved one, recognize
your business, and support your li-
brary by purchasing a personalized
engraved brick paver for the west en-
trance of the Main Library in Stream-
wood. For more information visit
pclib.org /donations or pick up a flyer
in the library.
Microsoft Word
Tuesday, Sept. 3 from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Meeting Room 2
Learn the basic functions of the pop-
ular word-processing software, Mi-
crosoft Word. This hands-on class will
focus on creating, formatting, editing,
and saving text documents. Mouse
and keyboarding skills are needed.
Register online or call 483-4929.
Chair Yoga
Wednesday, Sept. 4 at 1 p.m.
Meeting Room 1
Explore gentle postures, breath work,
meditation, and deep relaxation with

Karen Fotopoulos, certified yoga in-
structor from Discover Yoga with
Karen. Register online or call 483-
4910.
Family Concert Series
El Mariachi Universitario
Sunday, Sept. 15 at 2 p.m.

Immerse yourself in the stories and
traditions of mariachi music with a
fun performance by El Mariachi Uni-
versitario. This five-member, full
mariachi band includes two guitars,
violin and trumpet. All ages welcome
to this free concert! Register online or
call 483-4910.

Small Business Counseling
Wednesday, Sept. 4 from 1 to 4 p.m.
Meeting Room 2

Free one-on-one business counseling
provided by a SCORE business pro-
fessional to anyone operating a small
business or thinking of starting one.
Please register at www.SCORE.org to
schedule your free one hour session.
By appointment only.

Sewing: Tote Bag
Monday, Sept. 9 from 6 to 8 p.m.
Meeting Room 2

Come learn to sew a reversible tote
bag to carry around your favorite
books! Basic sewing machine skills are
needed for this project. Materials are
provided. Poplar Creek Library card-
holders only; ages 18 & up. Registra-
tion begins Aug. 30 at 9 a.m. Register
online or call 483-4910.

For a complete listing of scheduled class-
eslevents at Poplar Creek Public Library,
1405 S. Park Ave., in Streamwood or
Sonya Crawshaw Branch, 4300 Audrey
Lane in  Hanover Park, wvisit
www.pclib.org. Questions? Call 837-6800.

U-46 budget

Continued from page 1

Sue Kerr, the board’s president, called
the FY2020 budget a “great budget as
usual” and “very readable.” She asked
for more details on the instructional
coaches and what they do.

Trisha Shrode, director of curriculum
and instruction, said instructional
coaches have been used at four Title I
schools in recent years and eight more
schools will have them this year.

The district will place a certified
teacher in a classroom to allow the reg-
ular teacher to leave and have “collab-
orative plan time to engage in profes-
sional learning communities” with an
instructional coach, according to
Shrode who said there has been “really
exciting data” where they are used.
She said the coaches will be used
where teachers have voted for them
and the district has corrected “some of
the mistakes that we’ve made histori-

cally... where we hire coaches but no
one has agreed to be coached.”

Board member Eva Porter, a retired
government school teacher, said: “I'm
excited about that model because I
taught under that model and the test
scores... it was very, very good.”

Sanders said that a more detailed pre-
sentation of the budget was given at a
committee meeting earlier that
evening.

Board member John Devereux com-
mended the detail in the budget say-
ing he had some questions but did not
have to ask them because he found the
answers in the budget details.

Devereux also applauded the district
for how it is spending the “evidence-
based” funding. He said it is “well in
line with the state” and where Illinois
is telling U-46 how it should be “in-
vesting” those funds.

The public will have an opportunity
to address their thoughts on the bud-
get with a public hearing set for Sept.
9 with the board vote expected on
Sept. 23.
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Storm, North golf teams get new season under way

By Seth Hancock

The golf season has begun for area
teams, and there is plenty of potential
from teams at St. Charles North and
South Elgin.

The defending girls state champions
at North return a strong group of
players including senior Brooke Bay-
less, junior Isabella Spinazze and
sophomore Catie Nekola.
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Special Events
Movies in the Park
Sept. 6 — Jim Hansen Park —
New Location “Wonder Park’

Bring your friends, family, neighbors
and in-laws to an outdoor movie this
summer. Concessions will be available
for purchase starting at 6:30 p.m.
Movie begins at dusk.

Neighborhood Walk with the Mayor
Sept. 9 — Stowell Peddy Park
5:30 to 7 p.m.

Village President Steve Ward and
guest(s) walk a different neighbor-
hood each month this summer. Each
walk finishes at a nearby park. We
won’t be knocking on doors along the
way, butif you're outside watering the
flowers, playing driveway basketball
or walking the dog, take a minute to
say hello. For more information, call
847-622-0003.

Environmental Work Day
Saturday, Sept. 14 from 9 to 11 a.m.
Brookside Park

Natural resource professionals from
Hampton, Lenzini & Renwick will
work with volunteers to cut and haul
buckthorn and other invasive species at
Brookside Park. Gloves and tools will be
provided. Work clothes and boots are
suggested. All are welcome to join us!

Six Flags Tickets — Fright Fest

South Elgin Parks & Recreation Dis-
counts Days is here! Valid dates are
Sept. 14, 15 and Oct. 11, 12, 13, and 14.
Tickets are only $44 for a single day
visit. Purchases are only available at
Village Hall, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tickets are non-refundable and do not
include Hurricane Harbor. For more
information, call 847-622-0003. New —
purchase tickets online at
sixflags.com/greatamerica... enter
Promo code: SEPRSIXFLAGS and the
cost is $40.99.

Tot Adult-Tot Ninja Warrior
(2 to 3 years old w/Parent)

Leap, hop, skip, or run your way
through obstacles and put your ninja
skills to the test. Parents and tots have

fun in this movement based class will
challenge your Ninja to maneuver
over and under objects. We will also
play many large group games to fur-
ther challenge their Ninja skills. Par-
ent or caregiver participation is re-
quired. This class will be held Thurs-
days, Sept. 5 to Oct. 3 from 1:30 to 2
p-m. at Eastside Recreation Center in
Elgin. The cost is $45 for residents and
$50 for non-residents.
Mini Ninja Warriors
(3 to 6 years old)

Leap, hop, skip, run your way
through obstacles and put your Ninja
skills to the test. This fun movement
based class will challenge your Ninja
to maneuver over and under objects.
We will also play many large group
games to further challenge their Ninja
skills. This class will be held Thurs-
days, Sept. 5 to Oct. 3 from 12:45 to
1:30 p.m. at the Eastside Recreation
Center in Elgin. The cost is $45 for res-
idents and $50 for non-residents.

Fitness
Zumba Kids (7 to 11 years old)

This is a great opportunity for boys
and girls to be active and jam out to
music. Classes feature kid-friendly
routines. We break down the steps,
add games, activities and cultural ex-
ploration elements into the class struc-
ture. Help develop a healthy lifestyle
and incorporate fitness as a natural
part of children's lives by making fit-
ness fun. Classes incorporate key
childhood development elements like
leadership, respect, team work, confi-
dence, self-esteem, memory, creativity,
coordination, and cultural awareness.
This class will be held Thursdays,
Sept. 5 to 26 from 5 to 6 p.m. at the
Municipal Annex. The cost is $40 for
residents and $48 for non-residents.

For more information on these and other
programs offered by South Elgin Parks
and Recreation, please call 847-622-0003
or  wvisit  our  website  at
www.southelgin.com—Parks & Recre-
ation—Programs—Seasonal Brochure.
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...where the world is just a page away.

Connect!

For Adults

Choose Your Medigap Insurance
Wisely is Tuesday, Sept. 3 at 7 p.m.
Tracy Furgason, account manager of
Weiss Ratings, will explain the major
expenses that Medicare doesn’t cover;
why your trusted insurance agent
may sell you the wrong insurance pol-
icy; what you must know to lower in-
surance premiums; and how to pick
the best supplemental insurance poli-
cy. Participants will create a personal-
ized report based on age, gender, and
zip code. Registration is requested.

For Kids

LEGO Time for all ages is Wednes-
day, Sept. 4 from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Use
your imagination to design your own
LEGO creations and see them on dis-
play in the library! Drop in to attend.

The Knuckleball Comedy Show for
all ages is Thursday, Sept. 5 from 6:30
to 7:30 p.m. Join us for this acclaimed
two-person, highly interactive improv
show. Drop in to attend.

Friday Night Free Build for all ages
is Friday, Sept. 6 from 5 to 8 p.m.

Stop by and build with KEVA planks.
Make crazy structures or see if you
can build the tallest tower! Drop by
any time during the event to build.

Drop-In Story Time for all ages is of-
fered Mondays through Thursdays
from 10 to 10:30 a.m., Sept. 9 to Now.
21. Join us for stories, music, and
movement.

Stories and Snacks Drop-In Story
Time for all ages is offered Tuesdays
from 6:30 to 7 p.m. from Sept. 10 to
Nov. 19. Wear your pajamas for sto-
ries, music, movement, and a special
bedtime snack.

Sensory Stories and Play for all ages is
Thursday, Sept. 12, from 11 a.m. to noon.
Join us for an extra wiggly storytime fol-
lowed by a time to play with other chil-
dren and meet other caregivers. This
program is designed with sensory dif-
ferences in mind and open to all.

Anime Night for grades six to eight
is Thursday, Sept. 12 from 6 to 7:30
p-m. Watch anime and enjoy different
aspects of Asian culture from snacks
to crafts! Drop in to attend.

At the Conant Invite, the North Stars
had a solid showing with a second
place finish on Monday, Aug. 19 at
Fox Run Golf Course in Elk Grove Vil-
lage. Nekola was third overall with a
77, senior Kendall DePaul and
Spinazze shot an 88 to tie for eighth
and Bayless was 11th with an 89.

“I was very happy with the second-
place finish,” said North coach Irish
Whalen. “The course played hard for
the girls. I think many of them would
tell you that they left some shots out
there. I like that they felt that adversi-
ty early in the season. It allowed us to
learn from our mistakes and better
prepare them for the season.”

Whalen added: “Every match and
every tournament will be focusing on
improvement within the game,
whether that be mental attitude,
course management, or ball striking.
We need to take one competition at a
time and capitalize on our success and
learn from failures.”

Also on Monday, the North boys
opened the season taking part in the
annual McChesney Cup at Geneva
Golf Club. The tournament is styled
like the Ryder Cup with North and
East teaming up to take on Geneva
and Batavia in three different formats,
and the North /East team came out on
top 149-139.

“Overall, I liked how we played in
the best ball and alternate shot for-
mat,” said North coach Justin Moriar-
ty. “We struggled a little bit in the sin-
gles matches against Geneva, but it

goes to show you they are going to be
near the top of our league (DuKane
Conference).”

Key golfers for North this year will
be Nathan Gordon, Ethan Ring and
John White as well as juniors Alex Lil-
ly, Evan Suyak, Cole Miller, Sam
Dummer and Brett Barnes.

The South Elgin boys had a busy first
week with a 366 to finish sixth out of
nine teams at the Marmion Invite on
Monday, Aug. 19 at the Aurora Coun-
try Club before being edged 171 to 172
in its Upstate Eight Conference dual
opener against visiting Glenbard East
on Thursday, Aug. 22 at Bartlett Hills
Golf Course.

At the Larkin Invite, the Storm got
only seven holes in before lightning
cancelled the tournament, but South
Elgin saw some growth on the short-
ened day on Wednesday, Aug. 21 at
the Golf Club of Illinois in Algonquin.

“We got off to a slow start, but the
guys were improving ‘till the light-
ning,” said South Elgin coach Gordon
Brown.

Senior Dilan Patel, one of six return-
ers for the Storm, is expected to lead
his squad this year and was one over
par at Larkin before the cancellation.
Other returners include seniors
Zachary Rybczyk and Jacob Zipparro,
juniors Tyler Altman and Griffin
Carey and sophomore Nick Zaimins.

“Our varsity goal it to have the team
advance to sectionals and at least one
individual, maybe two, advance to
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Homework Heroes

It’s back-to-school time and the
homework is piling up but our Home-
work Heroes are here to help. Stu-
dents in kindergarten through eighth
grade can drop by the South Elgin
Branch between 3:30 and 5:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, Aug. 28 with their home-
work assignments and meet one-on-
one with a helpful volunteer. No need
to register.

Fast from Electronics: A 10-minute-

a-Day Meditation Practice

Help reset focus away from technolo-
gy during a Fast from Electronics: A
10-minute-a-Day Meditation Practice
at the Main Library from 7 to 8 p.m. on
Wednesday, Aug. 28. Families will dis-
cover techniques to practice brief
meditation and build creative space in
the mind. Presenter Mubashir Mast-
waari of the Chicago Sufi Meditation
Organization will share tips to reduce
stress, increase concentration abilities
and foster the development of posi-
tive thinking. To register, visit
www.gailborden.info/register.

Library Card Sign-Up Month

Explore “infinity and beyond” this
September during Library Card Sign-
Up Month! Gail Borden Public Library
cardholders can get exclusive deals
while shopping at tons of local busi-
nesses all month long. Picking up a
sweet treat at Herb’s Bakery or head-
ing to Epic Air Trampoline Park with
the kids? Just show your Gail Borden
Library card and get a great discount!
Don’t have a library card yet? Simply
register at any of our library loca-
tions—including our Bookmobile. It's
a great way to help support local busi-
nesses and literacy at the same time.
Visit www.gailborden.info/ deals for a
full list of participating businesses.

Machine 101 — Sewing with Chris

Stitch up an amazing creation at Ma-
chine 101 — Sewing with Chris at the
South Elgin Branch from 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 4.
Adults interested in learning sewing
machine basics are encouraged to reg-
ister at www.gailborden.info/register.

Please contact instructor Chris Dahl
from Sewing 4 Fun for a supply list
and to reserve a machine (if needed).
Device Advice

Bring your tablet or smartphone for
Device Advice at the Rakow Branch
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. on Thursday,
Sept. 5. Someone will be available to
answer questions about your de-
vice(s). No registration is required to
attend.

No-Shushing Movie Fridays

No need to worry about shushing at
our No-Shushing Movie Fridays at the
South Elgin Branch at 10:30 a.m. on
Friday, Aug. 30, families are welcome
to join us for “Dr. MLK” (1994, NR) in
a casual, family-friendly setting. Chat-
ting and snacks from home are wel-
come. There’s no registration required
to attend.

Adult Sign Language

Learn a new language—Sign Lan-
guage! Our latest monthly club is our
Adult Sign Language group at the
Rakow Branch from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
on Thursday, Sept. 5. Adults will learn
American Sign Language in a group
setting to help increase awareness,
knowledge and respect of Deaf cul-
ture. This class is led by instructor
Deborah Potts. To register, visit
www.gailborden.info/register.

Creativity Corner

Take your creativity to the next level
at drop by our Creativity Corner at the
South Elgin Branch between 4 and 5
p-m. on Thursday, Sept. 5. Kids in
grades one to five can drop by each
week for a new theme to get creative
with. This week, we will be exploring
Paper Plate Weaving together—let’s
see what we can do! No need to regis-
ter.

Interactive Classic Movie

Spend Grandparents Day together
with the grandchildren and enjoy In-
teractive “Mary Poppins” Classic
Movie at the South Elgin Branch from 1
to 3 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 8. Attendees
will become a part of the on-screen ac-
tion with props and songs. To register,
visit www.gailborden.info/ register.
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Storm football striving for successful 2019 season

By Seth Hancock

The South Elgin football team hopes
depth can propel them to a successful
season in 2019.

The Storm went 6-4 last season under
first-year coach Dragan Teonic and 6-3
in the Upstate Eight Conference while
making a playoff appearance.

There are still things to work on ac-
cording to Teonic, but he is hopeful his
squad can contend in the UEC. The
Storm feel Glenbard East and Bartlett
will be their top competition in the
conference, and they are eager for
some revenge against Bartlett after
snapping South Elgin’s five-game
winning streak over its rival.

“We want to challenge for the confer-
ence championship and avenge our
loss to Bartlett High School last year,”
Teonic said. “We want to maximize
our team’s ability.”

Teonic added: “We still need to settle
in on our starters and depth chart. We
need to improve kickoff and kickoff
return from last year as well as our ex-
tra point conversion percentage. Ball
security is always an issue early in the
season as well. I really want to see
how hard our guys will fight for each
other.”

Returning all-conference players in-
clude seniors Shaking Marshall (wide
receiver/ defensive back), Dylan
Bernal (defensive lineman) and Vince
Clinite (linebacker) as well as junior

Michael Roath (offensive lineman).
Two-way starters returning include
senior AJ Cubberley (offen-
sive/defensive lineman) and junior
Davion Cherwin (wide receiv-
er/defensive back).

Returning offensive starters include
junior Sam Minnifield (lineman) and
seniors Vince Tringali (lineman),
Andy Koch (tight end), Leo Aguirre
(running back), Calin Gurau (wide re-
ceiver) and Chris Mejia (wide receiv-
er). Defensive starters returning in-
clude Jake Wascher (lineman), Sam
Robles (linebacker) and Anthony Vis-
cuso (linebacker) and senior kicker
Andrew Bucaro returns.

Newcomers to watch include a trans-
fer from Bartlett, senior Tony DeRosa
(linebacker /defensive back). Seniors
Corve King (tight end), Marquis Gille-
spie (wide receiver/defensive back)
and Jacob  Cooper (offen-
sive/defensive lineman) along with
juniors Anthony Cirrincione (tight
end /defensive end), Alex Noworol
(wide receiver/defensive back), Rob-
by Gilman (running back/linebacker)
and Eron Mahmudi (quarter-
back /linebacker) and sophomore Ben
Karpowicz (quarterback) are new-
comers to watch.

“We have depth and skill at every po-
sition, but we will start a new quarter-
back this year and whoever that hap-
pens to be will be an inexperienced

‘Leans supportive’ rank given
to state by pro-choice group

By Rebecca Anzel
Capitol News Illinois

Illinois was designated a state that
“leans supportive” — one step more
protective than neutral — toward
abortion access by a national research
group that supports reproductive
rights.

The categorization comes after Dem-
ocratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed into
law a measure enshrining access to re-
productive health care a fundamental
right on June 12.

The Guttmacher Institute analyzed
six types of restrictive abortion poli-
cies and six types of protective ones in
each state, and classified them on a
scale ranging from very hostile to very
supportive.

Before this legislative session, Illinois
was designated a “middle-ground”
state. A bill from former Republican
Gov. Bruce Rauner’s tenure allows
taxpayer dollars to be used for abor-
tions, and a series of attorney general
opinions clarified advanced practice
clinicians could prescribe abortion
medications.

With the Reproductive Health Act,
sponsored in the House by Chicago
Democrat Kelly Cassidy and in the
Senate by Grayslake Democrat Melin-
da Bush, Illinois has a state law en-
shrining access to the procedure and
mandating private insurance compa-
nies that cover pregnancy-related ben-
efits to cover abortion as well. That
brought the Land of Lincoln’s catego-
rization to “leans supportive.”

“In a devil’s advocate role, most of
what we did with the RHA is remove
bad things. In reality, 99 percent of
what we did is take away potential
pitfalls,” Cassidy said. “I guess it
makes a little more sense through that
lens, but I would’ve expected, be-
tween House Bill 40 and the RHA,
that we would appear a little more fa-
vorable than just ‘leans supportive.”

Bush added that by passing the act,
the state became a “beacon” for
women’s health care rights.

The states neighboring Illinois — in-
cluding Wisconsin, lowa, Missouri,
Kentucky and Indiana — each re-
ceived a varying designation of “hos-
tile” abortion policies.

Elizabeth Nash, the Institute’s senior
states issues manager, said there are a
few actions the General Assembly
could take to improve Illinois’ classifi-
cation.

Democrats Elgie Sims, a senator from
Chicago, and Emanuel “Chris” Welch,
a representative from Hillside, are al-
ready working on one action — re-
pealing the Parental Notification of
Abortion Act.

The law, which mandates those under
18 consult their parents two days before
getting an abortion procedure, is the
only restriction the Guttmacher Insti-
tute tracks that Illinois has on the books.

Sims and Welch introduced legislation
striking the act from law earlier this
year. Efforts to advance Senate Bill 1594
and House Bill 2467 will resume either
in late October when lawmakers are
back in the Statehouse for veto session
or in January for the next regular session
of the General Assembly, Welch said.

Striking the Parental Notification of
Abortion Act from statute is important,
the sponsors added, because it is an ob-
stacle to abortion access for minors.

“I think the repeal is, quite frankly, go-
ing to be a difficult discussion, and I've
had many of them,” Sims said. “If we
are going to make Illinois the strongest
state in the union that it can be, then we
have to have these legitimate policy-
based discussions about what our laws
look like, particularly as they are relat-
ed to health care discussions.”

To further improve the state’s desig-
nation, Nash said the Legislature
could also consider adding a protec-
tion for access to abortion to Illinois
constitution and pass a law safeguard-
ing access to abortion clinics.

“This isn’t a slam on the law at all. It's
just that there remains more to do in
Illinois,” Nash said.

Brigid Leahy, senior director for pub-
lic policy for Planned Parenthood of
Illinois, said the Institute’s criteria
serve as motivation for advocates and
legislators to “keep plugging away.”

“I'm glad they have high standards.
We should hold ourselves to that and
strive to meet them,” she said. “We
know there is still more work to be
done to improve the status of our
state.”

kid,” Teonic said. “That’s always a
concern, but I love the guys we have
competing there. Pass protection and
blocking assignments early in the sea-
son will be imperative for us to maxi-
mize our start to the season.”

Teonic added: “On defense, we must
be able to play the deep ball better and

win one-on-one battles. At times, we
struggled in specific two-minute situ-
ations. We were outstanding on the
goal line and in short yardage last
year, so we want that to continue.”

South Elgin is on the road for its
opener, an UEC game at West Chicago
on Friday, Aug. 30.

Bartlett, Storm boys golt
getting new season started

By Seth Hancock

The Bartlett and South Elgin boys
golf teams have plenty of returning
talent as the teams look forward to a
strong 2019 season.

Both teams were at the Larkin Invite,
but the tournament was cut short due
to weather on Wednesday, Aug. 21 at
the Golf Club of Illinois in Algonquin.

Although playing only seven holes,
the Storm saw some growth on the
shortened day.

“We got off to a slow start, but the
guys were improving ‘till the light-
ning,” said South Elgin coach Gordon
Brown.

South Elgin had already opened up
the season with a 366 to finish sixth
out of nine teams at the Marmion In-
vite on Monday, Aug. 19 at the Aurora
Country Club. South Elgin went on to
be edged 171 to 172 in its Upstate
Eight Conference dual opener against
visiting Glenbard East on Thursday,
Aug. 22 at Bartlett Hill Golf Course.

Senior Dilan Patel, one of six return-
ers for the Storm, is expected to lead
his squad this year and was one over
par at Larkin before the cancellation.
Other returners include seniors
Zachary Rybczyk and Jacob Zipparro,
juniors Tyler Altman and Griffin
Carey and sophomore Nick Zaimins.

“Our varsity goal it to have the team
advance to sectionals and at least one
individual, maybe two, advance to
state,” Brown said.

Bartlett did not have another tourna-
ment in its opening week, but Hawks
coach Jim Dinkheller has several re-
turnees this season.

Returning to the Hawks are seniors
Maxwell Cano, Joseph Gugliotta,
Samuel Sampey and Clement Tom as
well as junior Francis Resurreccion.

“I would like to see a couple of my
players advance past the regional,”
Dinkheller said. “It’s just like any-
thing, we need to get some experience
under our belt.”

State laws aimed at protecting
law enforcement, road workers

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois

Drivers in Illinois who injure road-
side workers or fail to obey construc-
tion zone signals now face the possi-
bility of enhanced fines, and even jail
time.

Gov. ].B. Pritzker recently signed a
package of bills that he said are aimed
at protecting law enforcement, first re-
sponders and road workers.

Among them was Senate Bill 1862,
which provides enhanced penalties for
violations of “Scott’'s Law,” a state law
requiring motorists to slow down and,
if possible, change lanes when ap-
proaching a law enforcement vehicle
or other emergency responder that has
pulled over on the side of the road.

“Since 2002, Scott’s Law has said that
drivers approaching a vehicle with
their hazard lights on must slow down
and move over. This is not optional,”
Pritzker said in a statement announc-
ing the bill signings. “This is how we
keep our heroes and first responders as
safe as possible in their line of work.”

Scott’s Law was named after Lt. Scott
Gillen of the Chicago Fire Depart-
ment, who was struck and killed by an
intoxicated driver while assisting at a
crash scene.

The bill increases the minimum fine
to $250 for a first violation of Scott’s
Law, and to $750 for a second viola-
tion. It also adds a $250 fee for any vi-
olation, with that money going into a
new fund to pay for driver education
materials.

In addition, the new law allows driv-
ers to be charged with a class A misde-
meanor, punishable by up to a year in
jail, if the violation results in damage
to another vehicle. For cases in which
the violation results in the injury or
death of another person, drivers can
be charged with a Class 4 felony, pun-
ishable by one to three years in prison.

The new law takes effect immediately.

So far in 2019, three Illinois State Po-
lice officers have been killed in traffic
accidents on state highways, includ-
ing two incidents that involved viola-
tions of Scott’s Law.

Trooper Christopher Lambert, 34,
died Jan. 12 when he was responding
to an accident in the Chicago suburb
of Northbrook and was struck by an-
other driver who failed to slow down
Or move over.

Trooper Brooke Jones-Story, 34, was
killed March 28 when she was struck
by a tractor-trailer while she was con-
ducting a traffic stop in Freeport, in
northwest Illinois.

And Trooper Gerald Wayne Ellis, 36,
was killed March 30 when he collided
with a wrong-way driver on Interstate
94 in Lake County.

Pritzker also signed Senate Bill 2038
establishing a 20-member “Move
Over Task Force” that will study the
causes of Scott’s Law violations as
well as ways to protect law enforce-
ment and emergency responders on
roadways.

And Pritzker signed Senate Bill 1496,
increasing penalties for violations in
construction zones. Under that law,
which takes effect Jan. 1, [2020] driv-
ers can be fined between $100 and
$1,000 for disobeying traffic-control
devices within a designated highway
construction zone or maintenance
zone. It also increases from $10,000 to
$25,000 the maximum fine for drivers
who violate the rules on entering a
construction or maintenance zone
when workers are present.

Reports

Continued from page 13

Friday, Aug. 16

* At 9:19 p.m., police responded to
the 31W block of Percheron for a
premise check after a neighbor report-
ed seeing lights flashing on and off at
the residence. The residence was
found to be secure.

Monday, Aug. 19

* At 11:33 p.m., police responded to
the 33W block of Hub for a premise
check. The residence was found to be
secure.
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Bartlett football looking to build upon 2018 success

By Seth Hancock

The Bartlett football team hopes to
build off last season’s success as the
Hawks prepare for the 2019 season.

Under first-year coach Matt Erlen-
baugh, the Hawks made their first
postseason appearance since 2015 and
went 7-3 overall. Bartlett was 7-2 in
the Upstate Eight Conference and
snapped a five-game losing streak
against rival South Elgin.

In his second year at Bartlett, Erlen-
baugh said the goal is a return to the

playoffs and to compete in the UEC
which he said will take teamwork and
toughness.

“Our goal is to win conference and
go deep into the playoffs,” Erlen-
baugh said.

Erlenbaugh added: “We need to con-
tinue to get physically and mentally
tougher. We need to work to overcome
adversity and every one of us needs to
put the team before the individual.”

Some key returning starters include
seniors Matt Young (wide receiv-

er/defensive back) and Liam Gal-
lagher (defensive back) as well as jun-
iors Alec Palella (tight
end/linebacker), Hayden Angell
(wide receiver), Ali Aburminshan (of-
fensive/ defensive lineman), Dan An-
gelone (offensive / defensive lineman),
Nathan Tomaso (defensive tackle),
Brendan Gran (linebacker/running
back) and Charlie Nicoll (offen-
sive/ defensive lineman).

Some new players to watch include
seniors Tyler Rivelli (running back)

and Abel Serrato (linebacker) along
with juniors Mike Priami (quarter-
back), Joey Latrofa (offen-
sive/defensive lineman) and Nick Bu-
caro (defensive back/wide receiver).

“Offensively we will be very bal-
anced and have big threats in both the
run- and pass-game,” Erlenbaugh
said. “Defensively, we’ll be able to
bring pressure from all over the field.”

Bartlett will open the season at home
for an UEC game against East Aurora
on Friday, Aug. 30.

Letters

Continued from page 8

house (with 20 kids arriving soon and the
jumphouse was their main entertainment
for the afternoon) and even if they could
get it here and set up by 3 p.m. - please
bring the jumphouse. They said they
would do their best and text us when they
were on the way. At 3:35 we asked for an
update and were told by the primary con-
tact that she was waiting to hear from the
owner. At this point, we understood that
they had no intention of delivering the
jumphouse and we said forget it.

We had 20 very disappointed kids. We
try to buy local to support our Bartlett
businesses. After a week we did finally re-
ceive a refund. We have tried twice to
speak with the owner to discuss what the
problem was that prevented them from
honoring our contract. But she never re-
turned the calls. Clue number three - stay
away from this company.

We provided sufficient detail in this let-
ter so the reader can make their own deci-
sion if Jumphouse Rental 4 Less is a com-
pany they want to entrust with a jump-
house for their party. We will not use
them again.

Bob and Peggy Bucaro

Sharing post
Dear Editor,

I recently posted the following on Face-
book. I thought it might interest your
readers:

I regret that my political posts offend
anyone, but the future of my country is
more important to me than worrying
about someone else’s “safe space.” My
dream for the country is for freedom
from tyranny and oppression for me
and my family; where I and others can
speak our mind without fear of prosecu-
tion or assault; where I am allowed to
use whatever means necessary to pro-
tect myself, my family, and my proper-
ty, from anyone who may attempt to
take it from me; a strong national de-
fense; strong and secure borders; a judi-
cial system that follows the Constitu-
tion and doesn’t make up new laws on
its own whim; a legal system that pros-
ecutes and incarcerates law breakers;
minimal government intervention in
the activities of my daily life; a country
where one’s character is more important
than race, creed, color, religion, origin,
or gender; a legislative body that cares
more about all of the people than just
some of the people; a country in which
everyone has the opportunity to suc-
ceed, but is not guaranteed success at
the expense of others; a country where
simply disagreeing with someone else
does not automatically make you a
racist, a bigot, a homophobe, a xeno-
phobe, or every other phobe one can
conjure; where I get to keep a most of
what I earn, and not give away most of
my earnings to those who choose not to
work as hard as I do; where I am free to
practice whatever religion I choose to
follow, or follow no religion at all. Is
there a political party to which I can at-
tach my dreams? I will try to not waste
my time on political issues any longer.

Larry Nyberg

Vaping and addicted to nicotine
Dear Editor,

The Illinois Department of Public
Health has issued a recent alert about
several cases of a severe respiratory ill-
ness among individuals who have a re-
cent history of vaping. The patients in
question were young “between 15 and
27" and most required hospitalization,
with symptoms including progressive
respiratory compromise, fever, chest
pain and nausea. All reported vaping in
the weeks to months prior to their ill-
ness.

These cases of severe respiratory illness
are troubling, but not surprising. (Who
would have thought it might not be safe
to reqularly vaporize and inhale a mix of
chemicals that might include propylene
glycol, nicotine, glycerin, and any num-
ber of other additives, for no good rea-
son?)

Of course, some will say, vaping is still
less harmful than smoking! Smoking is
the leading preventable cause of death in
the United States.

Allow me to suggest, then, that less
harmful than smoking is a poor standard
for healthy behaviors. Smoking is bad for
you, and if you smoke, you should quit.
Anecdotally, some smokers seem to have
found it easier to quit by switching to e-
cigarettes, then quitting altogether. But
anyone who thinks vaping is harmless is
fooling themselves.

I lost both my parents to lung cancer.
This is personal for me. Anyone who is
addicted to nicotine “in any form” should
make quitting their top priority. You will
be healthier, wealthier, and almost cer-
tainly happier as a result.

Paul E. Pedersen, MD

President, Illinois State Medical Society.

Political corruption in Illinois is
costing taxpayers dearly
Dear Editor,

Illinois governors are to prisons as
peanut butter is to chocolate. The two
just seem to go together.

Whether former Gov. Rod Blagoje-
vich’s prison sentence is commuted or
not, (I don’t believe it should be) one
thing is for certain — Illinois’s long his-
tory of political corruption and insider
influence peddling is once again in the
spotlight.

This spotlight is a good thing because
corruption, self-dealing and pay-to-play
politics are a way of life amongst the po-
litical elites in Illinois and no one politi-
cal party has a monopoly. Call it the
Combine. Call it establishment politics.
Call it what you will. It exists, neither
party is immune to it and average Illi-
noisans pay a steep price for it.

The reputation and reality are embar-
rassing but more importantly, it hinders
our state’s ability to enact meaningful re-
forms that would benefit reqular, work-
ing-class Illinoisans looking for better op-
portunities. Companies see little advan-
tage investing in Illinois because of these
insider deals that lead to an environment
that is lucrative for the political players
and special interests but are very adver-
sarial and unsustainable for the job cre-
ators.

Talented, successful and reform-minded
leaders are less likely to get involved in
Illinois government because they know
that without major changes, it is impossi-
ble to accomplish anything good in a cor-
rupt state such as Illinois. Political cor-
ruption is not the only factor in Illinois
losing 45,000 people last year, but it’s
most certainly a factor.

The need for reform in Illinois is self-
evident. Thankfully, we are finally see-
ing signs of improvement, at least when
it comes to the City of Chicago. Newly
elected Mayor Lori Lightfoot to her
credit has taken some bold action to ad-
dress political corruption in the Windy
City. She pushed through legislation
prohibiting aldermen and city employ-
ees from representing private sector
clients seeking a reduction in their
property tax burden, and she increased
the fines and penalties for ethics viola-
tions from public servants.

These efforts in Chicago are a positive
development. Even the most corrupt city
in the nation is capable of enacting strong
ethics legislation. So, what is the state of
Illinois doing?

Cue the crickets.

The feds have raided the homes of high-
ly connected Springfield players, indict-
ed another sitting alderman in Chicago,
and just recently, a sitting State Sena-
tor has been indicted for receiving in-
come from the Teamsters Union for
work he allegedly never performed. But
hey, this is just how things work in
Springfield. Big money special interests
take from working class people and give
to politicians in order to buy influence
to maintain the status quo. All of this is
done to prop up an unsustainable sys-
tem that has failed before and will con-
tinue to fail the very people they are
supposed to be protecting.

The lack of oversight for members of the
General Assembly has once again been
exposed. The spotlight on the status
should be a catalyst to provide some mo-
mentum for enacting real reforms on
ethics, insider dealing and putting citi-
zens above the system.

Unfortunately, there does not seem to
be any push for ethics reforms or any
other reforms in the upcoming veto ses-
sion. In fact, what we will probably see
is a push for even more sweetheart
deals, bailouts and insider exchanges
that continue to prioritize special inter-
ests and highly connected corporate
conglomerates.

Instead of bailing out broken systems
and connected insiders, we need to be fo-
cused on rooting out corruption in Illi-
nois. We need to enact legislation
strengthening the economic interest dis-
closures for legislators, stop allowing
lawmakers to leave the General Assembly
and immediately become a registered lob-
byist and require politicians to make a
choice between personal profit and public
service.

It is time to make meaningful ethics re-
form a priority in Illinois. Instead of pay
increases for legislators and fist pumps
for raising everyone’s taxes, it is time for
the General Assembly to take the issue of
political corruption seriously. That's
what I plan to do because the cost of in-
action is a price we can no longer afford
to pay.

State Rep. Blaine Wilhour

Culture of harassment, bullying in
Madigan’s office detailed in probe
Dear Editor,

In 1988, American economist Robert
Klitgaard boiled down corruption into a
simple formula: Corruption equals mo-
nopoly, plus discretion, minus accounta-
bility.

Klitgaard'’s formula came to mind when
reading attorney Maggie Hickey’s report
on House Speaker Mike Madigan’s office

and the Illinois House of Representatives
released this week. And Gov. |.B. Pritzk-
er’s muddled reaction to it.

Madigan hired Hickey to conduct an in-
vestigation into his operation’s workplace
culture following the ouster of his long-
time second-in-command Tim Mapes last
year due to harassment allegations. The
report explores specific claims of harass-
ment and bullying through interviews
with more than 100 people with ties to
Madigan’s office and the General Assem-
bly.

Mapes gets considerable ink. The report
details his use of fear, intimidation and
even physically threatening behavior to
keep staff in line.

“People believed that Mr. Mapes at-
tempted to motivate workers through fear
and that a few other supervisors through-
out the years emulated this practice,”
Hickey wrote. “Some people also raised
the additional concern that, given Mr.
Mapes’s political ties, he could make or
break their careers outside of the Speak-
er’s Office as well.”

In this way, the report sketches a silhou-
ette of Madigan’s power over lllinois.

Madigan is the only legislative leader in
the nation who also serves as the state
party chairman. He has chaired the Dem-
ocratic Party of Illinois since 1998,
longer than anyone else in state history.
That means he controls policy and poli-
tics, so Mapes straddled both worlds, too.
Mapes wasn’t just Madigan’s chief of
staff. He was also clerk of the House of
Representatives and executive director of
the party organization.

One passage in the report sums up the
problem with this arrangement:

“[Wiorkers said that the lines between
the political and state sides can blur be-
cause their bosses are sometimes ... lob-
byists or other people who do not work for
the Speaker’s Office.”

Government employees under Madi-
gan’s watch were made to feel account-
able to lobbyists, political campaign staff
and other outside interests. Not the pub-
lic.

Klitgaard’s formula begins to take shape.

Monopoly: Madigan’s political monop-
oly comes from his dual role as speaker
and party chairman.

Discretion: With Madigan’s stamp of
approval, Mapes had broad discretion
over every aspect of Democratic political
life in the state.

And then comes accountability. Or lack
thereof.

Pritzker’s response to the investigation
was embarrassingly vague. He criticized
Mapes, but repeatedly dodged any ques-
tions of Madigan’s role. “Everybody in
Springfield” was to blame for the culture
described in Hickey’s report, he said.

Everybody?

Everybody in Springfield was equally to
blame for behavior in the chamber where
Madigan has presided as leader for 34 of
the last 36 years?

Everybody in Springfield was equally to
blame for behavior in the party organiza-
tion Madigan has helmed for 21 years?

Everybody was equally to blame for
Mapes’ behavior? Madigan’s highest-
ranking lieutenant, who was the speak-
er’s chief of staff for 26 years?

Everybody bears some responsibility for
their workplace culture. That's obvious.

Surely the boss bears the most. And
Pritzker, a leader, must make that clear.

Austin Berg
The Center Square
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