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Readying for the STEM Expo- 
U-46 holds events at local libraries 
BY MADHU KRISHNAMURTHY 

 

 
Fourth-grader Jack Jerome, left, shows other students and families how his echolocation project works at Elgin Area School District 
U-46's STEM Expo earlier this year at South Elgin High School. He built a car that sends high -frequency noise signals and reads the 
rebound effect of the noise so it won't crash. He is a student at Sycamore Trails Elementary School in Bartlett. 

 
Elgin Area School District U-46 hosts kickoff events in November at local libraries to 
prepare students and families for the STEM Expo Feb. 24 at Bartlett High School. 

The sessions give students a chance to engage with cutting-edge technologies, 
experiment with next-generation science, examine live chemistry and physics 
demonstrations, and explore all areas of science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics. 

The expo is open to kindergarten through 12th-grade students. Roughly 300 students 
participate each year. 

"It's turned into a big event," said Debbie Perryman, coordinator of K-12 
science/planetarium. "We're worried about not having enough space at Bartlett High 
School in the gym." 

Perryman said unlike typical science fairs, the expo is not competitive. 

"The purpose is to expose students to all the ways math and science touch their lives and 
all of the job potential that is out there ... and hopefully expose them to a realm of 
science they weren't even thinking of," she said. "You are sharing your research, ideas 
and get feedback on it. It's not about a placing. It's about giving kids a chance to show 
their learning. The highest level of learning is when you teach someone else. They will be 
able to defend their research and their projects to people." 

Students seeking project ideas can use the kickoff events as brainstorming 
opportunities. Information packets are available at the events from 6 to 8 p.m. at: 

• Nov. 6, Bartlett Public Library, 800 S. Bartlett Road. 

• Nov. 8, Poplar Creek Library, 1405 S. Park Ave., Streamwood. 

• Nov. 14, Gail Borden Library, Rakow Branch, 2751 W. Bowes Road, Elgin. 



• Nov. 15, Gail Borden Public Library, 270 N. Grove Ave., Elgin. 

Officials are seeking STEM organizations and vendors to participate in the sessions. 

"The idea is to get a diversity of exhibitors to give students an idea of what STEM really 
is ... to find an unexpected interest," Perryman said. 

Interested groups or businesses can contact Perryman at debbieperryman@u-46.org or 
Sara Rodriguez-Horn at sararodriguezhorn@u-46.org. 
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Kane County Schools: Stay Drug-free, celebrate Red 
Ribbon Week Oct. 23-31 
Don’t be surprised if you see red ribbons throughout your community this week. 

Kane County has proclaimed Oct. 23-31 as Red Ribbon Week 2017, and the Regional 
Office of Education and Kane County Sheriff’s Office want your help celebrating. Red 
Ribbon Week is an initiative by the National Family Partnership to present a unified 
vision and visible front toward the creation of a drug-free community. 

The ROE and Sheriff’s Office are encouraging schools to get involved. Students in fifth 
and sixth grade can express their creative side by making a Red Ribbon Week work of 
art themed around a drug-free lifestyle, and submitting them to the Sheriff’s Office. The 
Sheriff’s Office will also coordinate with schools that would like to schedule a 
presentation during Red Ribbon Week. 

Schools throughout Kane County are participating, but those campaigns will be most 
effective when parents and 
community members join the effort. 

Why should parents be aware? 

For starters, children of parents who 
talk to their teens regularly about 
drugs are 42 percent less likely to use 
drugs than those who don’t; yet, only 
a quarter of teens report having these 
conversations. 

Red Ribbon Week is the oldest and 
largest drug prevention campaign in 
the nation and your opportunity to get the ongoing conversation started.  

This year’s theme is “Your Future Is Key, So Stay Drug Free.” 
Visit www.redribbon.orgto learn more about Red Ribbon Week® and get tips for 
talking to your kids about drugs. The life you save may be that of your own child or a 
dear friend. 

mailto:sararodriguezhorn@u-46.org
http://www.redribbon.org/


 

Red Ribbon Week FAQs 

WHAT IS RED RIBBON WEEK? 

It is an ideal way for people and communities to unite and take a 
visible stand against drugs. Show your personal commitment to a 
drug-free lifestyle through the symbol of the Red Ribbon, Oct. 23 
– 31. 

WHY? 

The Red Ribbon Campaign was started when drug traffickers in 
Mexico City murdered DEA agent Kiki Camarena in 1985. This 
began the continuing tradition of displaying Red Ribbons as a 
symbol of intolerance towards the use of drugs. The mission of the 
Red Ribbon Campaign is to present a unified and visible 
commitment towards the creation of a drig-free America. 

WHO? 

National Family Partnership is the sponsor of the National Red Ribbon Week 
Celebration. We are helping citizens across the country come together to keep children, 
families and communities safe, healthy and drug-free, through parent training, 
networking and sponsoring the National Red Ribbon Campaign. 

WHY SUPPORT THE NATIONAL THEME? 

A theme unifies each year’s campaign and helps to broadcast one message, creating a 
tipping point to change behavior. 

HOW? 

Plan a Red Ribbon celebration. Order and display Red Ribbon materials with the 
National Red Ribbon Theme. Proceeds from the sale of Red Ribbon theme merchandise 
helps support prevention programs across America. Order for your family, students, 
staff, patients, employees and customers and encourage them to wear the red ribbon 
symbol during Red Ribbon Week. 

RESOLUTION NO. 17 – 297 

PROCLAIMING OCTOBER 23 THROUGH 31, 2017, AS RED RIBBON WEEK IN KANE 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

WHEREAS, in 1985, the Red Ribbon Campaign began as a means to promote the 
importance of an active healthy, drug-free lifestyle in children and young adults; and 



WHEREAS, the Red Ribbon was selected in 1985 as symbol to commemorate Drug 
Enforcement Agent, Enrique “Kiki” Camarena, whose life was tragically cut short while 
serving his country; and 

WHEREAS, in 1988 under the leadership of the National Family Partnership, and 
honorary chairperson Nancy Reagan, Congress officially proclaimed Red Ribbon Week; 
and 

WHEREAS, since that time, during a week-long tribute in October, citizens across the 
country unite to raise awareness against the catastrophic effects that alcohol, tobacco, 
and drug abuse has on family relationships, the community, and first responders; and 

WHEREAS, the use and distribution of illegal drugs is a growing concern in Kane 
County and across the Nation; and 

WHEREAS, drug-related problems plague all segments of society; and, it is imperative 
that community leaders band together in support of drug prevention programs; and 

WHEREAS, wearing the Red Ribbon is a symbol that encourages anyone in need to seek 
assistance, recognizes the dedicated individuals who provide education in the field of 
alcohol, tobacco, and drug abuse awareness, and the determined law enforcement 
officers who protect our local communities from further decay and erosion that is fed by 
the drug trade. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Kane County Board and the Chairman 
thereof, encourages all community leaders to recognize the Red Ribbon as a symbol of 
zero tolerance and commitment to drug abuse prevention; and, that October 23-31, 
2017, is proclaimed Red Ribbon Week in Kane County. 

Passed by the Kane County Board on October 10, 2017. 

SPORTS SECTION  
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Girls Volleyball: Kaneland downs Larkin in regional 
opener  
DAILY HERALD REPORT 
 
Kaneland's girls volleyball team opened play in its own Class 4A regional Monday night 
with a 25-8, 25-9 win over Larkin. 

Sheila Mushunduzi (4 aces) and Grace Frank had 4 kills each for the Knights (28-7) 
while Sydney Fedderly (9 assists), Shelby Hannula (4 assists), Julianno Vassallo (4 aces, 
6 digs) and Katie Jablonski (3 aces) also contributed to the win. 

Kaneland, playing in 4A for the first time and the No. 6 seed, will take on No. 1 seed St. 
Charles North at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday in the semifinals. 



South Elgin d. Streamwood: At the Class 3A St. Charles East regional, Elizabeth Vedrine 
had 6 kills while Casie Swanson added 8 digs and 7 assists to lead the Storm (26-7) to a 
25-16, 25-11 win. Katie Flanagan added 5 kills and Angie Negron 4 kills for the Storm, 
who take on Geneva in Tuesday's semifinals. 

CL South d. Lake Forest: Megan House had 9 kills and Kenzie Wilson 24 assists to lead 
Crystal Lake South to a 25-21, 25-12 win at the Class 3A McHenry regional. Kleja 
Cerniauskaite and Aurora Nero added 7 kills each for the Gators (16-16), who face 
Prairie Ridge in Tuesday's semifinals. 


