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Millions more for schools 
Final appropriations released; U-46 will get an extra $22.5 million 
BY MADHU KRISHNAMURTHY 

 
Elgin Area School District U-46, of which Lowrie Elementary School here is a part, will be getting more than $24 million in 

state funding, according to data released by state officials Thursday. Rick West | Staff Photographer, November 2017 

School districts statewide will receive roughly $395 million in additional funding, 
including $29 million allocated for English learners in highest-need districts. 

State education officials Thursday released final calculations for how much school 
districts will receive this fiscal year. Appropriations stem from the state's new evidence-
based funding formula lawmakers approved last August, which aims for a more 
equitable funding structure. 

For some suburban districts, it will mean unexpected millions of dollars to be 
distributed starting next week. 

Elgin Area School District U-46 -- the state's second-largest school district educating 
roughly 39,300 students -- will get an extra $22.5 million on top of $134 million in base 
funding, and a $1.8 million supplemental grant for English learners. 

The $22.5 million is not included in U-46's $518 million spending plan for this fiscal 
year. Officials will discuss where to spend that money in coming months, CEO Tony 
Sanders said. 

"It's a good problem to have," Sanders said. "We have not budgeted for our 
infrastructure. We need to set aside funds for capital improvements." 

However, lingering concerns over school districts potentially being saddled with more 
pension costs down the road could somewhat dampen the elation educators are feeling 
now. 

"Any gains made through the evidence-based funding model could be easily wiped out 
by a pension shift," Sanders said, referring to proposals to move some of the state's 
teacher pension costs onto individual school districts. 



U-46 was expecting anywhere from $12 million to $25 million in additional funding 
with various iterations of the funding bill widely supported by suburban 
superintendents. 

"This is absolutely a step in the direction of equity, and I'm thrilled about it," Sanders 
said. "I don't care about the dollars. I care about equity. We are at 54 percent adequacy 
... a little over half of what we should be spending per pupil." 

The evidence-based formula defines an adequate funding target for each district based 
on enrollment and 34 factors, including teacher-to-student ratios and low-income 
populations. 

"The numbers show staggering inequity," state Superintendent Tony Smith said. 

Five previous state grant programs -- General State Aid, and funding for special 
education personnel, services, summer school and English learners -- now are merged. 
No school districts will lose money, at least initially. 

The new formula requires an additional $7.2 billion to provide adequate funding for 
every school district in the state. Chicago Public Schools will get an extra $60 million. 

"School districts that fall below the adequacy target will receive extra funding to be able 
to catch up and be in a more equitable position," said Scott Thompson, superintendent 
of Palatine Township Elementary District 15, which will receive an additional $324,000. 
"We think that is good for everyone in the state." 

District 15 is the state's third-largest elementary system serving 12,800 students in 
seven communities. 

Round Lake Area Unit District 116 will receive roughly $5.8 million. Officials hope to 
use the money for improvement projects this summer that they wouldn't be able to 
afford otherwise. 

"I'll believe it even more when it hits our account," school board President Kevin Daniels 
said. "It's a really good day for the district." 

Queen Bee Elementary District 16 in Glendale Heights expects to receive about 
$452,000, which Superintendent Victoria Talbert said will help fill a roughly $500,000 
hole in the district's $30 million operating budget. That's a positive for a district serving 
roughly 1,890 students, "but in no way is this newfound money that we can just spend," 
she said. 

In Villa Park Elementary District 45, the additional $85,000 in state funding is a drop in 
the bucket considering the district's roughly $60 million budget. Yet, "it's helpful to 
ensure we're meeting the needs of our students and providing best practices," 
Superintendent Anthony Palmisano said. 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
---Courier News--- 4/6/18                                                                                    
Educational excursion 
Spring break road trip takes Larkin student on tour of out-of-state colleges 
BY RAFAEL GUERRERO 

 

 
Larkin High School students and staff pose for a photo at Bucknell University in Lewisburg, Pa., one of several out-of-
state colleges and universities they toured during spring break. (Brittney Walker) 
 

For six years, Brittney Walker hasn't had a traditional spring break away from her 
Larkin High School job. She's been on the road, traveling cross country. 

But she doesn't mind. Walker spends her time driving from one college campus to the 
next, accompanied by Larkin students on a week-long expedition to visit universities 
they might want to attend after they graduate. 

"The trips are always to out-of state schools so students can experience different types of 
options, different areas, explore the horizon beyond Illinois," said Walker, Larkin's 
college readiness coordinator. 

Last week, Walker and 44 students traveled east, visiting nine colleges and universities 
in Ohio, Pennsylvania and the Washington, D.C., area. The schools included Ohio State, 
Penn State and Temple universities. 

Larkin educators have conducted the alternative spring break trips for the last nine 
years, the last six of which have been led by Walker. The visits are funded with federal 
education Title I money. Students only have to worry about paying for some of their 
meals, Walker said. 

Each spring, a group of students — most of them juniors, although seniors and 
sophomores can also sign up — and adult chaperones drive to a specific region and visit 
college campuses, tour the facilities and take in the sights and sounds of the towns in 
which they're located. In past years, the groups have visited schools in Texas, Florida, 
Georgia and elsewhere. 



A wide variety of higher education institutions are picked to give students a view of the 
options available. This year, in addition to such big schools as Ohio State and Penn 
State, they made stops at smaller, lesser-known schools like Bucknell University and 
Slippery Rock University, both in Pennsylvania. 

"Maybe they will apply (to a big school), maybe they won't," she said. Regardless, Larkin 
staff "want them to see the schools" and know they exist. 

This year's trip also included visits to Howard University and Central State University , 
schools designated as Historically Black Colleges and Universities. 

Larkin senior Chevelle Clements said touring those two schools were meaningful to him. 

"I liked how (Central State) felt like family. I liked the small college experience," 
Clements said. The alternative spring break trip is the only way he could check out 
colleges and universities outside of Illinois, he said. 

K.J. Redmond, also a Larkin senior, said he didn't mind using his spring break for the 
trip. The group he traveled with was "fun," he said, and he enjoyed experiencing new 
campuses and cities. 

"Seeing the colleges out there, getting an idea of what I'm missing, it was definitely a 
learning experience," Redmond said. 

Some of the questions the students had were typical — how much is tuition, what are the 
admission requirements, Walker said. Others focused on such things as campus 
diversity, what the town was like and if they would feel homesick being so far from 
Elgin, she said. 

Those are important questions, especially since three-quarters of the students in her 
group will be first-generation college students, Walker said. The possibility of leaving 
family and home for a strange city or campus is a "scary proposition" for a family who's 
never dealt with the scenario before, she said. 

The next campus visit trip is already being planned, she added. The region they will visit 
in 2019 will be announced this spring. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/education/colleges-universities/central-state-university-OREDU000706-topic.html
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Girls Soccer: Munoz, Elgin trip up South Elgin in the 
snow 
BY ALLEN OSHINSKI 

 
Elgin's Guadalupe Sanchez (5) congratulates teammate Hayly Munoz after a first half goal put the Maroons up 1-0 

over South Elgin during Thursday's game in Elgin. Rick West | Staff Photographer 

The big snowflakes slowly wafting down made for a lovely winter scene. Unfortunately, 
this is April. 

But such is the state of spring in the Midwest in this crazy year, and the Elgin and South 
Elgin girls soccer teams made the best of it Thursday. 

One person not affected by the conditions was Hayley Munoz. The Elgin junior scored 
twice, and Emily Graves added a goal as the Maroons prevailed, 3-0, in the 
nonconference matchup at frigid Memorial Field. 

Munoz scored the only goal of the first half, taking a long feed from Guadalupe Sanchez 
and, after the South Elgin goalkeeper slipped a bit, put it in from short range. 

"I saw a great opportunity," said Munoz. "I followed the ball and had a great shot." 

Regardless of the conditions, Munoz was anxious to face the Maroons' rivals to the 
south. 

"I was excited to play South Elgin," she said. "I was hoping for a goal and a win." 

The snow tapered off in the second half, and the conditions never really became an 
issue. 

"The conditions actually ended up being way better than I thought they were going to 
be," said South Elgin coach Laura Szwaja. "That became a nonfactor, I think. If you're in 
spring soccer, it's something you're used to." 

The weather might even have brought the Maroons (2-5) together a little bit. 



"I'm just happy that the girls all came together and were working really strong," said 
Elgin coach Alicia Knoll. "What could have been a not-good situation with the weather, 
they decided to really work hard together, play to each other's strengths, and it ended up 
being a positive outcome for us." 

Munoz notched her second goal early in the second half on a breakaway. She found 
herself all alone in the offensive zone, deked the keeper to the left, and fired the ball in 
from about 20 yards out. 

That was more than enough offense for keeper Joana Mercado, Kylie Graves, and the 
Elgin defense. But Emily Graves made sure that Elgin's lead was safe, knocking in a shot 
in the 69th minute. The keeper again appeared to slip, and was unable to get to Graves' 
bouncing shot. 
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Baseball: Huntley’s 8-1 start due to solid pitching, 
defense 
BY JERRY FITZPATRICK 

The Huntley baseball team is 8-1 though the offense is still a work in progress, according 
to veteran coach Andy Jakubowski. 

The Red Raiders stayed in northern Illinois over spring break, overcoming local 
opponents and cold weather with pitching and defense. 

Paced by senior left-hander Kyle Morgan (3-0, 0.47 ERA) and junior right-hander Elijah 
Paplanus (2-0, 0.70), Huntley pitching has limited nine opponents to 21 earned runs in 
62 innings. That translates to a 2.37 team ERA. 

The defense, led by slick-fielding shortstop Jordan Goldstein, owns a .969 fielding 
percentage. Huntley has committed 8 errors in 9 games. 

An offense that returned few players with varsity at-bats has experienced the expected 
ups and downs. Bright spots thus far include No. 3 hitter Matt Rodriguez and leadoff 
batter Evan Tocmo. Rodriguez, a 6-foot-1, 230-pound senior, owns a team-best .407 
batting average (11-for-27) to go with 6 doubles and 5 RBI. Tocmo, a 5-9, 160-pound 
sophomore, is batting .321 (9-for-28) with 2 doubles, 2 triples and 6 RBI. 

Though Huntley averages 7.4 runs per game, many runs have been the result of mental 
or physical errors by opponents. 

"I'm happy about our defense, I'm happy about our pitching and our offense is our worst 
spot right now," Jakubowski said. "We're finding ways to score runs, but from a coach's 
perspective we're taking advantage of some mistakes you're not going to see against a 
Prairie Ridge, Cary-Grove, McHenry or Jacobs. A passed ball here, or bases loaded and 
there's a triangle and you score 3 runs. Those types of things. We just need to be more 
efficient when we get runners in scoring position." 

The Red Raiders are batting .371 with runners in scoring position, but Jakubowski 
thinks they can do better. 



"Hopefully, we get better offensively as the year goes on," he added. "We're preaching to 
the kids and showing them video of where we need to get better. Situationally, we're not 
doing bad but we can improve." 

The groundhog was right: Burlington Central hoped to escape the cold weather during 
spring break last week, but the pervasive Midwestern chill followed the baseball team to 
South Carolina. 

In the Rockets' fourth trip under coach Kyle Nelson to the Ripken Experience in Myrtle 
Beach, they played 4 games, mostly wearing long sleeves. The temperature never rose 
above 55 degrees. In fact, the Rockets played a night game when it was 42 degrees at 
first pitch. 

"Not exactly what you expect when you drive halfway across the country," Nelson said. 

The Rockets went 1-3 in the Palmetto State, losing to Pennsylvania schools Council Rock 
North and Mars and Olentangy of Ohio. They defeated Dublin Scioto (Ohio) 3-2 in the 
final game of the trip. 

Central's coach said Colton Wallace, one of two catchers splitting time, is hitting well. So 
is sophomore Ethan Krieger. Wallace is batting .357 (10-for-28) with 2 doubles and 4 
RBI. Krieger is batting .368 (7-for-19) with 4 RBI. 

Defense is Central's backbone, led by Northern Illinois recruit Paddy McKermitt at 
shortstop. The senior's glove work was on display Monday in a 5-4 victory over Marengo 
in the Kishwaukee River Conference opener. 

"He made a play on a ball hit right over his head," Nelson said. "He jumped, backhanded 
it and snow-coned it. That ended an inning for them. He has great range at shortstop, 
the way he's able to go in the hole and go up the middle and make what are really very 
difficult plays look routine. He's been doing that all year." 

McKermitt leads off. He has scored a team-best 9 runs despite 3 hits in 21 at-bats (. 
143). He scores because he reaches base 45.5 percent of the time. McKermitt has drawn 
a team-high 8 walks and has been hit by a pitch 4 times in 31 plate appearances. That's 
why he'll play division-I baseball. 

"That and his work ethic and his energy and the way he approaches the game," Nelson 
said. "It's just great to have a guy like that on your team to build up the guys around 
him. His energy is really contagious." 

 

 

 


