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Education Leader 
Canton Middle School’s Jeff Smith named “Principal of the Year” 
SUBMITTED BY ELGIN AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT U-46 
 

 
Hanover Township named Canton Middle School Principal Jeff Smith its 2018 "Principal of the Year," as part 

of its annual Celebration of Leadership. Courtesy of District U-46 

 

Hanover Township Tuesday night named Canton Middle School Principal Jeff Smith its 

2018 "Principal of the Year," as part of its annual Celebration of Leadership in which 

four Elgin Area School District U-46 students and a staff member were recognized as 

well. 

Staff and students said Smith encourages communication and cooperation at the middle 

school, which is located in Streamwood, and believes in engaging every student. 

"We are fortunate that Principal Smith has built his career in U-46, and I'm glad his 

commitment and dedication are being celebrated," said District U-46 CEO Tony 

Sanders. 

Canton Middle School, "Home of the Cougars," is a seventh- and eighth-grade school 

with about 600 students. More than half of the students are from low-income families, 

nearly 20 percent are English Language Learners, and the school as a whole is showing 

great academic growth. Canton saw the highest student growth percentile in math and 

reading, based on MAP scores between 2016 and 2017, among U-46 middle schools. 

"Jeff Smith is a strong leader who has built a community of learners at Canton Middle 

School," said Dr. Terri Lozier, assistant superintendent for secondary schools 

instruction and equity. "He begins each day telling his students that he loves them and 

expects them to do their best." 



Canton's assistant principal, William Jackson, said Smith has created a "positive, loving 

culture" in the school that not only benefits students but also has resulted in a staff that 

understands his vision and what he expects of them as U-46 employees. 

"We know where we stand and what we need to improve on. We put the kids first in 

everything we do," Jackson said. "If we make a mistake, well, mistakes happen, but we 

are to learn from them and make the building or the lesson a better one." 

The award, part of the Hanover Township Committee on Youth's Annual Celebration of 

Leadership, is given to a principal from a township-area school, including primary, 

secondary, alternative education and private schools. Nominees for Principal of the Year 

must serve as an example to others, create positive change, be actively involved and take 

initiative. 

Smith graduated with a degree in mathematics from Indiana University before 

beginning his teaching career in U-46 in 1989. He taught math at Canton Middle School 

and Elgin High School before shifting into administration as a dean at Elgin High 

School. He served as the assistant principal at Canton and the assistant principal of 

Kenyon Woods Middle School before returning to Canton to take over as principal 

during the 2010-11 school year. Over his 29 years in the district, Smith also coached 

baseball, football and basketball. He is the proud father of three children, Jaylene, 

Greyson and Aiden. 
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Larkin High School engineering students present 
innovations 
SUBMITTED BY DIANE KRIESCHER 

 
Pictured are Larkin High School engineering students, first row, from left, Christopher Kelley with his innovative beverage cup, 

Jonathan Garnica, Leonardo Jimenez and Adalid Hernandez; second row, Bryan Burke, Rodrigo Vargas, Nathan Manisack, Frank 

Guerrero, Justin Valle, Logan Sharp, Samuel Renteria and Juan Zamarripa; and back row, Daniel Albert, Javier Castillo, Aaron Bochum, 

Fabyan Munoz, Evan Powers, Alonso Hernandez, Carlos Toledo and Austin Kimsey. Courtesy of Diane Kriescher 

 



Larkin High School juniors and seniors in Diane Kriescher's engineering class have been 
preparing for their presentations all year. 

The engineering design and development class is the capstone course in the Project Lead 
The Way pre-engineering curriculum. 

These students have developed a real world problem usually starting with something 
that is frustrating. They have researched the problem, and designed a possible solution. 

They made prototypes using the high school's 3-D printers in the engineering lab and 
tested their prototypes for effectiveness. 

The Elgin Area School District U-46 students presented their innovations on Tuesday, 
May 1, to a panel of engineers in the Larkin High School library. 

 


