


Transition Update

Spring 2019



Academy            Magnet Program

*Phase I - Curriculum Alignment/Professional 
Development and Training

Phase II - Facilities and Equipment

Phase III - Community and Post-Secondary Engagement 
through Partnerships

*Phase IV - Magnet School of America (MSA) 
Certification Status

Phases I, II, and III will be done concurrently
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Phase I Curriculum Alignment

Implementing the UbD Framework, the Beacon Magnet 
Academy of Media and Digital Arts curriculum was 
redesigned by grade level and includes the following:

● AP Capstone Courses
● Dual Language Integration
● Course Summaries
● Curriculum Framework
● Rubrics

BEACON Update Documents April 2019
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1r049LsICeURJfVGHIiPlFwf1cdGkAVot?usp=sharing


AP Capstone:

• Approved by College Board fall of 2018

• Courses will be classified as social studies electives to 
meet college entrance requirements and allow students 
greater flexibility with their schedules

• Pilot with 32 students during the 2019-2020 school year

• Mandatory elective for the class of 2023
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Program Uniqueness:

AP Integration:

The AP Capstone Program was designed because the ability to 
think independently, write effectively, research, collaborate, and 
learn across disciplines is essential for success in college, career, 
and beyond.  Students explore issues and topics using a 
pedagogical framework provided by the College Board. This 
framework lets them develop, practice, and hone critical and 
creative thinking skills and make connections between various 
issues and their own lives.
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Phase I Curriculum Alignment
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Course summaries detail 
key  concepts of the 
curriculum including:

• Course description
• Alignment to standards
• Competencies 
• Rubric Language



Curriculum Framework:
Identifies expectation of material to be covered 
to ensure curriculum continuity between 
instructors. 8



Rubrics:
As a result of U-46 adopting the SBLA model, 
rubrics are designed to evaluate a student’s 
mastery of the curriculum presented. 9



Phase I - Timeline

Curriculum Alignment/Professional Development and Training
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Winter 2018 Curriculum Gaps Identification 

Winter 2018 Course Modification and Addition Recommendations

Winter/Spring 2018 Curriculum Writing Begins

Spring 2018 AP Capstone Application Submission

Fall 2018 Curriculum Writing Continues

Fall 2018 AP Capstone Approval

Fall 2018 BEACON Curriculum and Dual Language Alignment

Fall 2018 Initial Curriculum Writing Completion



Phase I-Timeline
Curriculum Alignment/Professional Development and Training
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January 2019 Course Description and Curriculum Review at C & I Plus

February 2019 Work Plan Created and Response to Feedback from C & I Plus 

provided

March 2019 Rubric Refinement by BEACON Team

March 2019 Work Plan & Curriculum reviewed by Secondary Team

March 2019 BEACON changes overview and PD plans presented to PD 

Committee

April 2019 BEACON Team Student Data/Rubric Analyzation

April 2019 Instructional Council Update

May 2019 Board of Education Update

June 2019 Curriculum/Assessment refinement with BEACON Team

August 2019 Curriculum Implementation

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1r049LsICeURJfVGHIiPlFwf1cdGkAVot


Phase I
Example Course Sequence
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1. English *9th English
(Regular or Honors)

*10th English
(Regular or Honors)

*11th English
(Regular or AP)

*12th English
(Regular or AP)

2. Math *Algebra 1-2 *Geometry *Algebra 3-4 4th Yr. Math

3. Science *Biology
(Regular or Honors)

*Chemistry
(Regular or Honors)

Physics
(Regular or AP)

4th Yr. 

Science

4. Social 

Studies

*US History

(Regular or AP)

AP Seminar *Civics/Econ
(Regular or AP)

5. Physical 

Education

*PE *PE/Health *PE *PE

6. Elective AP Research

7. Elective BEACON BEACON BEACON BEACON

*High School Graduation Requirements

College Admission Suggested Requirements

BEACON Program Requirements



Phase I
Example Course Sequence  Dual Language 
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1. English *9th English
(Regular or Honors)

*10th English
(Regular or Honors)

*11th English
(Regular or AP)

*12th English
(Regular or AP)

2. Spanish 

Language Arts

ALE 1 AP Spanish ALE 2 (Honors) AP Spanish 

Literature Dual 

Credit

3. Math *Algebra 1-2 *Geometry *Algebra 3-4 4th Yr. Math

4. Science *Biology
(Regular or Honors)

*Chemistry
(Regular or Honors)

Physics
(Regular or AP)

*US History

(Regular or AP)

AP Seminar5. Social 

Studies

*Civics/Econ
(Regular or AP)

AP Research

6. Physical 

Education

*PE *PE/Health *PE *PE

7. Elective BEACON BEACON BEACON BEACON

*High School Graduation Requirements

College Admission Suggested Requirements

BEACON Program Requirements



Phase I
Curriculum Alignment/Professional Development and Training
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Professional 

Development

Timeline Teachers Impacted

Rubric/Assessment 

Creation

1 day Summer 2019 3

UbD Review/Curriculum 

Collaboration

1 day Summer 2019 3

AP Capstone (BEACON/ 

Social Studies) 

5 days Summer 

2019\2020

5

Equipment Training 4 days Summer 2019 3

Student Work 

Analyzation/Revisions

Throughout 2019-2020 3

Collaboration (TL, 

BEACON staff, Divisional)

Throughout 2019-2020 5



Phase IV
Magnet Schools of America (MSA) Certification Status
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November 2018 Magnet Program Transition 

Initiative Commence

December 2018- May 2019 PD Progression for Secondary 

Principals

February 2019 Magnet/CTE Divisionals Diversity Statement/Magnet 

Program Goals Drafted

March 2019 Board Approval for MSA Scope 

of Work

April 2019 Introduction to the MSA 

Certification Process

June 2019 MSA Leadership Retreat Diversity Statement/Magnet 

Program Goals Adopted



Why be a flashlight, when you can be a BEACON

https://youtu.be/TdQhUIkr4Q8



