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U-46 to Celebrate 50th Anniversary of

Bilingual Program
Event on Oct. 29 open to public

ELGIN - School District U-46 will celebrate the 50th anniversary of its
award-winning bilingual program on Saturday, Oct. 29, with a panel
discussion, musical performances, and more.

The event is being hosted by the U-46 Multilingual and Multicultural
Education Department, formerly known as the English Language Learners
Department.

Free and open to the public, the celebration will start at 11:30 a.m. with a
panel discussion featuring current and former U-46 staff members who will
speak about the evolution of bilingual education in the District, areas of
success, and challenges. Participants will address why bilingual programs are
critical for students’ success.

After the panel discussion wraps up at 12:30 p.m., there will be a
performance by Mariachi Joya Dorada de U-46, the District’s student
mariachi band. Refreshments will be served, and those in attendance will
have time to connect, reminisce, and celebrate.

Virtual Option: The first part of the celebration will be streamed live on the
District's YouTube channel at youtube.com/SchoolDistrictU46.

WHO: Current and former U-46 families, staff members, and alumni, plus a
performance by Mariachi Joya Dorada de U-46, the District’s student
mariachi band. Panelists will include Dr. Annette Acevedo, U-46 Executive
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Director of Middle Schools; Celia Banks, Director of Curriculum and
Instruction, Jack Fields, former U-46 Bilingual Director; Dr. Rodney
Fitzgerald, former U-46 teacher; and Jaime Garcia, former Executive Director
of Centro de Informacién and a former U-46 principal.

WHAT: U-46 Bilingual Program 50th Anniversary Celebration
WHEN: Saturday, Oct. 29 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
WHERE: Tefft Middle School, 1100 Shirley Ave., Streamwood

NOTE: Media interested in covering the U-46 Bilingual Program 50th
Anniversary Celebration should contact Karla Jiménez at 847-888-5000, ext.
4211
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School District U-46 serves families in 11 communities: Bartlett, Elgin,
Hanover Park, South Elgin, Streamwood and Wayne, as well as portions of
Carol Stream, Hoffman Estates, St. Charles, Schaumburg, and West
Chicago. In total, the District encompasses 90 square miles within the Fox
River Valley, approximately 45 minutes west of downtown Chicago, and
includes communities within Cook, DuPage and Kane counties. More than
35,000 preschoolers through 12th graders attend the 57 District schools
and programs. To learn more, visit the U-46 website, or like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter.
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