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There are no U-46 related news stories.
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Will kids need to get vaccine before the fall?

Pediatrician: Shots likely to be available to teenagers by the next school year
By: Marni Pyke

One year after schools physically closed some students are back in the classroom masked and socially distanced and
others are E-learning at Liberty Elementary School in Bartlett.

As the battle to get COVID-19 shots into arms accelerates amid an uptick in cases, Pfizer Inc.’s
announcement last week of successful trials of its vaccine in children age 12 to 15 was a relief to
many parents and school officials.

The company intends to apply for emergency use authorization from the Food and Drug
Administration for that age group soon.

But if Pfizer shots are available to kids this summer, should school districts require eligible
students get inoculated to attend classes in the fall?

That’s “the $64 million question,” said pediatrician Michael Bauer, medical director at
Northwestern Lake Forest Hospital.



“My feeling is that the schools will be stopping short of that, just like most employers have,” he
said. His reasoning relates to the that fact all COVID-19 vaccines used in the U.S. are under
emergency use authorization, although Bauer said he expected full approvals will come in the
future.

Pfizer reported its vaccine showed 100% effectiveness in preventing COVID-19 among children
age 12 to 15 in advanced trials. The company is continuing to study its effects on children ages
six months to 11. The shot already has been approved for those 16 and older.

“We know that young immune systems tend to respond very, very well to vaccines so I'm not
surprised by the data, but I'm very pleased by it,” Bauer said.

Six months ago on Oct. 5, there were 38,795 reported COVID-19 infections in teenagers and
children, equaling 12.8% of the state’s total cases. On Friday, that number had climbed to

192,555 or 15.4%.

“If everything goes the way it seems to be going, there’s a very high possibility that (the Pfizer
vaccine) could be approved for high school age before next school year and hopefully even for
younger and younger schoolchildren sometime over the school year,” said pediatrician Anita
Chandra-Puri, a spokeswoman for the Itasca-based American Academy of Pediatrics. “It would
be absolutely fantastic if that was the case.”

But there are many things FDA experts will consider, she noted. “Children are not little adults,
they have their own immune systems.”

Another hurdle would be the logistics of administering vaccines to millions of kids.

School districts do require standard vaccinations against diseases such as measles. But flu shots,
for example, are not mandatory to attend school.

In all his discussions with state health and school board officials, “I have not heard any mention
of mandatory vaccinations for school-age children,” said Republican state Sen. John Curran of
Downers Grove, a father of five and an attorney.

“While it is imperative that schools continue to update their safety plans as they proceed toward
the fall, I do not believe they should include mandatory vaccinations of school-age children,” he
said.

Curran noted that the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission has issued guidelines
saying employers can require workers to be vaccinated but with many caveats. The issue is
different from a child’s right to attend school, Curran said.

His prediction: The Pritzker administration will issue recommendations but not mandates about
vaccinations for students.

So far, government officials and educators have avoided the hot potato.



“We would not take a position until we receive guidance from the Illinois State Board of
Education and the Illinois Department of Public Health,” said Dave Beery, Northwest Suburban
High School District 214 interim communications supervisor.

An ISBE spokeswoman punted the question to the Illinois Department of Public Health and
Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s office, which did not respond to a request for comment.

School districts would likely only take action “if the state board opens the window,” Curran said.
“I think we’ll be talking a lot about this over the summer.”
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#EOTY45: MEET WEEK 2 NOMINEES FOR EDUCATIONAL
SERVICE PERSONNEL, PRIVATE/PAROCHIAL EDUCATOR
OF THE YEAR!

By: Molly McQueeny

o For the 45" annual Educator of the Year ceremony, 45 nominees will be
honored in a board game-themed, live-streamed event on April 30. Follow
the excitement on social media using #EOTY45.

Five weeks from today, the Kane County Regional Office of Education will be hosting the
45th Annual Educator of the Year ceremony. Leading up to the event, all the nominees will be
highlighted on Kane County Connects to show appreciation for the hardworking educators in
Kane County.

Each year, Educator of the Year nominations are submitted by staff, friends, and family to
recognize exceptional educators. Winners in each category are announced, along with the overall
Educator of the Year winner. This year, the event will be live-streamed through YouTube and
Facebook to ensure safe viewing options are provided.

Today, Educational Service Personnel of the Year nominees and Private/Parochial Educator of
the Year nominees are highlighted. Take a look at some of the best in Kane County below!


https://kanecountyconnects.com/2021/03/eoty45-meet-week-2-nominees-for-educational-service-personnel-private-parochial-educator-of-the-year/
https://kanecountyconnects.com/2021/03/eoty45-meet-week-2-nominees-for-educational-service-personnel-private-parochial-educator-of-the-year/
https://kanecountyconnects.com/2021/03/eoty45-meet-week-2-nominees-for-educational-service-personnel-private-parochial-educator-of-the-year/
https://kanecountyconnects.com/author/mollymcqueeny/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EOTY45?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EOTY45?src=hash
https://kaneroe.org/

Holly Fitzgerald
School District U-46

o Nominated for Educational Service Personnel of the Year
o 27 Years in Education

o Para Intervention Team Specialist

o District: U-46

Terri Helfers
Geneva High School

o Nominated for Educational Service Personnel of the Year
o 20 Years in Education

o Paraprofessional

o District: Geneva 304

Julie Larson
West Aurora High School

Nominated for Educational Service Personnel of the Year
8 Years in Education

Paraprofessional

District: West Aurora 129

O O O O

Maggie Schroeder
School District U-46

o Nominated for Educational Service Personnel of the Year
o 15 Years in Education

o Project Access Coordinator

o District: U-46

Magdalena Williams
East Aurora High School

o Nominated for Educational Service Personnel of the Year
o 11 Years in Education

o Clerical

o District: East Aurora 131

Lauren Cook
Aurora Central Catholic High School

o Nominated for Private/Parochial Educator of the Year
o 6 Years in Education
o High School Psychology Teacher




Andrew Kolba
Elgin Academy

o Nominated for Private/Parochial Educator of the Year
o 14 Years in Education
o Maintenance Department

Mary Miller
Mooseheart Child City and School

o Nominated for Private/Parochial Educator of the Year
o 11 Years in Education
o Librarian

Jessica Mina
St. Charles of Borromeo

o Nominated for Private/Parochial Educator of the Year
o 21 Years in Education
o Teacher
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