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Cops building bonds
By: Madhu Krishnamurthi

Building relationships, constant interactions and conversations with students help deter
threats to school safety, says Streamwood police officer Courtney Stoiber, a school
resource officer at Tefft Middle School in Streamwood.

Stoiber is among a cadre of resource officers stationed at Elgin Area School District U-
46 middle and high schools. She is trained in crisis intervention.

"It's highly focused on de-escalation and identifying persons in crisis ... with mental or
physical disabilities, on the autism spectrum, with mental illnesses or other emotional
needs," she said. "It's about verbally counseling them through that crisis and referring
them to staff or resources to better address their needs."
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Minority student arrests
By: Madhu Krishnamurthi

At U-46, student arrests for behavioral infractions are down from 343 in the 2013-14
school year to 36 in 2019-20. The majority of arrests during that period involved Black
and Hispanic students.

Latinos constitute nearly 55% of the district's 38,395 students, followed by whites 26%,
Asians 8%, Blacks 6% and two or more races 3%, data show.

Rich Bosh, a Bartlett police detective who has served 14 years as a resource officer for
Bartlett High, was part of an oversight committee reviewing district policies and
procedures for identifying students as threats. He started a safety task force at the
school that gives students a say in school culture.

"Kids really took ownership of the school," Bosh said. "That was a really good thing that
we hope to build on with other schools."



John Heiderscheidt, U-46 director of school safety and culture, said officials are
considering expanding student mentoring through resource officers.

A group of parents is pushing student-led violence prevention/safety programs to
reduce bullying and build relationships, such as the "See something, say

something" initiative started after the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting in
Newtown, Connecticut.

"Our officers are helping to build those programs at a grass-roots level," Heiderscheidt
said. "Students are leading the effort to grow that."

The district will be asking resource officers to provide A.L.I.C.E. (Alert, Lockdown,
Inform, Counter, Evacuate) active shooter response training for school employees.

The Elgin Police Department also trains its officers in the Handle with Care program.

"It's an excellent way to be a trauma-informed care community," Heiderscheidt said.


https://www.dhs.gov/see-something-say-something
https://www.dhs.gov/see-something-say-something
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