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U-46 handing out computers, class schedules to prep students 
for fall sessions of e-learning 

By: Rafael Guerrero 

Computers and iPads will be distributed and student schedules sent out this week in preparation for 
District U-46’s return to remote learning Monday, district officials told the school board Monday. 

The last board meeting before the start of a new school year is typically a chance for administrators to 
provide one last look at back-to-school preparations, which this year are unlike any other thanks to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

“The board has seen the work of this team – the cabinet, the administrators, the teachers, the 
paraprofessionals, bus drivers,” Superintendent Tony Sanders said. “There is no shortage of work, and 
there’s not one person that has not stepped in and leaned into the work when it was necessary. 

“I know my team has not slept since March 13,” he said, referring to the last day in-person classes were 
held. 

Suzanne Johnson, deputy superintendent of instruction, said families were notified to pick up district-
issued Chromebook computers or iPad tablets this week. Anyone who was not alerted is asked to call 
their child’s school immediately, she said. 

In order to assist low-income students, the Elgin-based district has extended its partnership with 
Comcast to provide $10-per-month internet access to qualifying families, Johnson said. 

Deputy Superintendent of Operations Jeff King said school computer servers are well equipped to handle 
an increase of students and staff doing live instruction or accessing online materials. 

“Basically, we were preparing three or four years ahead of time for when we would be (one device per 
student). I am confident that we will handle the volume,” King said. 

Schedules and teacher assignments will be released before the end of the week, a subject the district has 
heard a lot of complaints and questions about in the last week, Johnson said. 

A typical elementary school day will involve live, simultaneous instruction in the mornings and 
prerecorded lessons, independent learning activities, and assignment and exercise completion time in the 
afternoon, she said. 

Middle school and high school students will spend four of their eight daily class periods in live, 
synchronous instruction. The other periods will be spent in prerecorded lessons, group activities and 
activities/lessons. 

Elementary school days are to start at 8 or 8:30 a.m. and run until 2 or 2:30 p.m., depending on the 
school. Middle schools will start at 9 a.m. and end at 3:30 p.m. and high schools will start at 8:30 a.m. 
and end at 2:25 p.m. 

The district still has 60 vacant teaching positions to fill, although they have made offers to 11 applicants, 
Human Resources Assistant Superintendent Ann Chan said. Most of the vacancies are in special 
education and dual-language programs, she said. 

Since June, U-46 has hired 400 people across all departments, Chan said. 

Several organizations have stepped up to provide childcare services for families who cannot stay home 
with their children, with programs being offered by the city of Elgin, the Boys and Girls Club, the YMCA 
and other groups, King said. 

“It’s still evolving but there’s at least 15 sites right now that have something out there that parents can 
sign up for,” he said. 



Some childcare services are being provided inside the district’s high school buildings, which will largely 
remain closed through the end of 2020. 

Sanders said rumors that the daycare services are preventing high school students from returning to their 
buildings or limiting access are not true. 

“Our challenge is size. You’re seeing this not just in U-46 but the entire northwest suburbs,” Sanders said. 

“We have 2,000 to 2,800 students typically coming through your doors on a daily basis … the ability to 
monitor and protect the health of students when we’re told that six feet of social distance, mask wearing 
and limiting congregating areas to less than 50 people is nearly impossible. 

“We don’t want to keep them out of our high schools. We will find ways to bring them into our high 
schools,” he said. 

 

---Daily Herald--- 08/19/2020 

ECC's Project Backpack delivers for students this fall 
Submitted by: Elgin Community College 

 
Elgin Community College student life employees prepare the backpacks for local students. Courtesy of Elgin 

Community College 

Project Backpack, a community effort to provide backpacks and supplies for families of Elgin 
Community College District 509, looked a little different this year. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Elgin Community College was unable to host the event as in 
years past. 

The committee worked to develop an alternative plan for supply delivery to those in need. 

For the safety of families and employees, backpacks will be distributed through the local school 
districts, until supplies last. Proof of fall enrollment and a photo ID may be required. 

For students in the Elgin Area School District U-46, some schools have received backpacks and 
will distribute them at their discretion. 

If your school does not contact you to pick up a backpack by Sept. 7 and your U-46 student 
needs one, call (847) 888-5000, ext. 4211 or ext. 6768. 



For other qualifying K-12 districts, parents are asked to reach out to their child's school social 
worker for information on backpack availability and distribution. 

"While we could not host our event this year, our community truly rallied around students and 
their families," said Megan Highland, student life coordinator, and Project Backpack committee 
chair. "Thanks to donations from business sponsors and individuals, we were able to fill 1,512 
backpacks for the 2020-21 school year." 

If you are a Fall 2020 ECC student and need a backpack, visit the ECC Spartan Food Pantry on 
campus in Building B, Room B175, between 10 a.m. and noon on Tuesdays, Wednesdays or 
Thursdays starting Tuesday, Aug. 18. 

Proof of fall enrollment and a photo ID are required. 

The food pantry will also have pre-assembled food package options available for ECC students in 
need. 

The Project Backpack Committee is made up of individuals from Elgin Community College, ECC 
Faculty Association, Community Crisis Center, ECCP3, Kane County Regional Office of 
Education, KCT Credit Union, Elgin Area School District U-46, and Centro de Información. 

For the most up-to-date information on Project Backpack, like the project 
at www.facebook.com/ECCProjectBackpack/ and visit project-backpack.org. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ECCProjectBackpack/
http://project-backpack.org/


By Seth Hancock 
The processing time for new Firearm

Owner’s Identification (FOID) card
application by the Illinois State Police
(ISP) remains well beyond its statuto-
rily required timeframe, and the ISP
issued a partisan statement blaming
the state’s previous governor while
lauding the current governor. 

The delay has led to a lawsuit being
filed in the United States District
Court for the Northern District of Illi-
nois Eastern Division against ISP by
the Illinois State Rifle Association
and the Second Amendment Founda-
tion.  

The FOID Card Act of 1968 requires
citizens to ask permission and pay a
fee , currently $10, in order to exercise
their Second Amendment rights. It re-
quires ISP to “either approve or deny
all applications within 30 days from
the date they are received.”  

As previously reported by The Exam-
iner, the ISP’s Firearms Services Bu-
reau (FSB) phone line stated an aver-
age of 95 days to process new FOID
applications as of Aug. 5, and the 95-
day wait remains as of Aug. 15. Less
than half, 82,451, of the 218,522 new
applications have been processed. 

Although the lawsuit against ISP in-
cludes four individual cases from this
year, it states these waits have “been

true for years, and it has only become
worse as applications for FOID cards
have surged in response to recent loot-
ing and violence.” 

Beth Hundsdorfer, ISP’s chief public
information officer, told The Examiner
that there has been a “huge increase
since March” when Gov. JB Pritzker
shutdown the state due to COVID-19.
Along with the economic insecurity
caused by the shutdown, protests re-
garding police reform have led to riot-
ing and looting.

There was a 148 percent increase in
new FOID applications for the month
of June compared to 2019, from 25,359
to 62,823, according to the ISP data.
There were 147,652 applications for
the four-month period of March
through June compared to 62,257 total
from the previous four-month period
between November 2019 to this Feb-
ruary. July of this year saw 35,817 ap-
plications. 

Prior to 2020, ISP did not separately
track new FOID application data and
renewals. As of July this year, $2.2 mil-
lion has been collected from new ap-
plication fees and the FSB has received
$655,566 from that. 

According to Illinois statute, under
430 ILCS 65/5, $6 of each new applica-
tion fee “shall be deposited in the
Wildlife and Fish Fund in the State

Treasury,” $3 “shall be deposited in
the State Police Firearm Services
Fund” which administers the FOID
program and $1 “shall be deposited in
the State Police Services Fund.” 

A statement from the ISP blamed
Gov. Bruce Rauner, a Republican, for
its current inability to process applica-
tions in a timely manner under Pritzk-

er, a Democrat. 
“The Illinois State Police agree FOID

applications should be processed
quickly and within the statutory
guidelines,” the ISP states. “Financial
instability brought on by the lack of a
budget in the prior administration
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“IF I WERE TO CHOOSE BETWEEN A GOVERNMENT WITHOUT A NEWSPAPER OR A NEWSPAPER WITHOUT A

GOVERNMENT, I WOULD NOT HESITATE TO CHOOSE THE LATTER.” THOMAS JEFFERSON

ISP try to shed blame for excessive FOID backlog

Fire station work
Work continues on the village’s newest fire station on Park Boulevard.
The site was full of activity last week as workmen performed a variety
of tasks at and above the new structure.

(Examiner photo by Bruce Leighty)

Current events fuel need
for U-46 review of SROs 
By Seth Hancock 

Engaging in much ado, the Board of
Education in School District U-46 dis-
cussed School Resource Officers
(SRO) at its meeting on Monday, Aug.
3 which was held electronically due to
the COVID-19 shutdown. 

The discussion was requested by the
board, not because of any allegations
of concerns from district SROs but
rather because of national news re-
garding police which was spurred on
by an incident in Minneapolis. 
“My concern is that to make sure that

we assure the parents and the stu-
dents in lieu of everything that has
been going on in the media lately and
the mindset that to some students, es-
pecially some communities of the
black and brown communities, that
the policemen are not their friend,”
said board member Eva Porter. 

Porter asked about training and
“how do we break down that systemic
barrier to dispel that they’re being
treated fairly?” 

Ana Lalley, Elgin’s chief of police,
said “everyone has a bias” and Elgin’s
officers, including SROs, are trained
on how to “manage those biases.” She
said they have emotional intelligence
and “implicit bias” training.  

Porter asked if it addresses the “situ-
ation that we find ourselves in right
now in light of new findings” which
Lalley said there’s continual training
including around issues of race and
bias. She later said last year the de-
partment was trained on issues relat-
ed to autism, hearing-impaired and
LGBTQ issues. 

Regarding special needs students,
board member Kate Thommes asked:
“How is a police officer better quali-
fied to deescalate a mental health cri-
sis than a licensed clinical social work-
er or our school psychologist or a
school nurse?” 

Superintendent Tony Sanders said
the district is continuing to add such
employees, this despite the continued
enrollment declines. 

“We recognize the need for social
workers and counselors as well,”
Sanders said. “This is not to say that
we’re minimizing the impact that so-
cial workers and counselors have on a
child’s life.” 

“I believe that our SROs, I know that
our SROs have an awareness and
know those students” and know
where the special education class-
rooms are said John Heiderscheidt, di-
rector of school safety and culture. 

Thommes said “not every student
who has autism” is in special educa-
tion classrooms and “it’s not enough
to know that they exist…. We need to
really focus on that training.” 

Board member Veronica Noland
asked about the consistency between
police departments in U-46 regarding
issues like training and body cameras. 

Courtney Stoeber, SRO at Stream-
wood’s Tefft Middle School, said her
department has annual training as
does Bartlett’s said Rich Bosh, SRO at
Bartlett High School. Bosh noted that
SROs across the district have monthly
meetings with Heiderscheidt and
there is consistency. 
Board member Donna Smith said she

was “so proud” of the district and
they’re “doing a great job” as the dis-
trict reported large drops in the num-
ber of arrests. 

U-46’s data showed a drop in arrests
from 343 in 2013-2014 to 29 in 2018-
2019, however that drop is as a result
of efforts by the district to implement
“restorative practices” in discipline.
No evidence was provided showing
that schools are safer or there is less vi-
olence. 

Board member John Devereux asked
about what student activities must be
reported to the police and Heider-
scheidt said weapons and drug of-
fenses are among those activities and
“not necessarily do we request (SROs)
to act upon it nor can we be a com-
plainant on that.” 

Devereux suggested there be a sur-
vey or discussions held to receive stu-
dent perspectives. 
Olivia Howell, the student advisor to

the board, said it was “intimidating”
to have SROs in full police uniform.
She said at her school, South Elgin
High School, its SRO was injured
breaking up a fight and “we’ve had a
couple I believe.” 
Heiderscheidt said he was not sure if

every student arrest was made by an
SRO when questioned by board mem-
ber Melissa Owens, and he said there
are no state or federal grants to fund
SROs.

Owens said she wanted a “holistic
approach” in contract language and
was concerned that it says SROs “en-
force all laws and municipal ordi-
nances.” SROs, however, do not en-
force the Student Code of Conduct. 

Heiderscheidt said “many things” in
the code of conduct are illegal activi-
ties like fighting and weapons. He
said incidents are now investigated by
the school administration which then
reports it to the SROs. 

Owens responded “the first word is
‘enforce’ and that concerns me” and
said it’s “saying that we view SROs
having a certain job.” She said Den-
ver’s school district’s contract states
SROs “differentiate between discipli-
nary issues and crime problems and
respond appropriately.”

See Story, pg. 3
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Serve a Sweet Treat:
CARROT CAKE

This Carrot Cake recipe is a traditional take on the 
timeless treat and created using everyday ingredients. 

PREHEAT OVEN TO 350 F.

In large bowl, sift flour, baking soda, salt, cinnamon and
baking powder.

In mixing bowl, cream together oil and sugar. Add eggs one
at a time. Gradually add in carrots and crushed pineapple.

Add dry mixture to wet ingredients and beat until smooth.
Fold in walnuts.

Pour batter into two lightly greased 8-inch round cake pans
and bake 25-30 minutes, or until knife inserted in center
comes out clean. 

Allow cakes to cool completely. Remove cakes from pans
and slice off tops to level cakes

TO MAKE FROSTING:
In mixing bowl, cream together cream cheese, butter and
vanilla. Gradually add in powdered sugar and mix until
smooth.

Spread two large spoonfuls frosting over top of one cake
and stack second cake on top. Frost entire cake with 
remaining frosting.

CAKE INGREDIENTS:
2-1/4 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1 cup vegetable oil
1-1/4 cups sugar
3 eggs
1-1/2 cups carrots, shredded
1 cup crushed pineapple with juice
2/3 cup walnuts

FROSTING:
2 packages (8 ounces each) cream cheese
3/4 cup butter, softened
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
5-1/2 cups powdered sugar

U-46 student schedules
encountering delays
By Seth Hancock
Schedules for students in School Dis-

trict U-46 are expected to be released
by the end of this week. 

The first day of the 2020-2021 school
year was shifted from Aug. 12 to Aug.
24 and will start in all distance learn-
ing under the continued COVID-19
regulations after approval by the
Board of Education at a July 27 special
meeting. 

In a statement from Superintendent
Tony Sanders, student schedules were
delayed. 
“As we navigate the beginning of this

unique school year and consider our
recent family survey responses, we
have had to shift our timelines for re-
leasing some information, including
student schedules,” Sanders wrote.
“We are working to integrate new in-
formation, including the family sur-
vey responses regarding their distance

learning preferences for elementary
and middle school students.” 

Sanders added: “We appreciate your
patience and understanding as we de-
velop some new programs and proce-
dures during the 2020-21 school year.” 
High school schedules should be com-

pleted as Sanders stated they would be
released as early as Friday, Aug. 14
with completion on Tuesday, Aug. 18.
Middle school schedules and elemen-
tary teacher assignments are expected
to be ready by Friday, Aug. 21. 

Distance learning is expected to re-
main in place through the end of the
first quarter, Oct. 22, for all students
while a hybrid model (mix of in-per-
son and distance) is planned to begin
in the second quarter for kindergarten
through middle school students. High
school is expected to remain in dis-
tance learning for the foreseeable fu-
ture. 

Poplar Creek trustee positions
to appear on April 2021 ballot
According to the Poplar Creek Public

Library District, it will have three
trustee six-year terms and two trustee
four-year terms up for election in
2021. 
Trustees on the board are responsible

for overseeing the management and
fiduciary responsibilities and good
stewardship of the library district. The
Poplar Creek Public Library District
includes parts of Bartlett, Blooming-
dale, Hanover Park, Hoffman Estates,
Keeneyville, Schaumburg and
Streamwood and represents over

70,000 residents. 
Anyone who is a legal resident of the

district and a registered voter is eligi-
ble to run for trustee. A candidate
must submit a petition packet to get
on the April ballot. Election packets
may be picked up from the Main Li-
brary’s Administrative Office. A Sep-
tember date will be posted on the dis-
trict’s website. All directions and ma-
terials will be included in that packet.
If anyone has questions, please con-
tact Debra Stombres, executive direc-
tor at 837-6800 (Option 1).

IHSA issues guidelines
for fall sports season
By Seth Hancock

The IHSA has released its sport-spe-
cific guidelines for the 2020 fall season
as COVID-19 regulations remain. 

Boys and girls cross country, boys
and girls golf, girls swimming and
diving and girls tennis have been able
to start practice last week, on Aug. 10,
and their first contests can take place
on Monday, Aug. 24. The season ends
on Oct. 24. 

Potential state series events are to be
determined, but the IHSA recommends
certain dates be left open for each sport
if such events are to take place.

The guideline state that the onerous
regulations within “are intended to
decrease potential exposure to respi-
ratory droplets and potential for ill-
ness through safe practices such as so-
cial distancing, proper hygiene, and
appropriate protective equipment.” 

“With the changing nature… these
guidelines may change,” it adds, and
this “is not an exhaustive list, and
school officials may take additional

measures based on requirements set
forth by their school district and/or
local health officials.” 

All competitors are expected to re-
main six feet apart, including for
transportations, and no handshakes,
fist bumps or physical touching at all
is allowed. Fall sports will be primari-
ly limited to smaller meets, like duals
and triangular events, as events will
be limited to 50 people including ath-
letes, coaches, officials, etc. 
Competition is also limited to confer-

ence opponents and nonconference
opponents within a school’s region.
Awards are expected to be sent
through mail with no ceremonies al-
lowed. 

Athletes are “always require(d)” to
wear face masks unless “engaged in
training, competing, or other strenu-
ous physical activity,” and if eating
they are expected to immediately put
the mask back on when done. Coach-
es, spectators and media are also told
to obey the mask mandates.
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CARRIERS
WANTED Cormick, 50, of the 1500 block of West

112th, Chicago, was arrested for aggra-
vated speeding driving while license
suspended and no insurance. Mc-
Cormick was processed per depart-
ment procedure and later released on
an I-bond with an Oct. 5 court date.
★  At 3:05 p.m., in the vicinity of Illi-
nois Route 59 and Struckman, Jennifer
P. Jolevski, 46, of the 500 block of Ivory,
was arrested on a failure to appear

warrant. Jolevski was processed per
department procedure and later re-
leased on an I-bond with a Sept. 9 court
date.
★  At 4:39 p.m., police responded to the
500 block of Adare for a report of a do-
mestic in progress. The officer separat-
ed the parties involved and was able to
restore peace.
★  At 6:59 p.m., in the vicinity of West-
ern and West Bartlett, Claudia M.
Fontela, 47, of the 900 block of
Kingston, was arrested for failure to
yield at a stop sign and driving while
license suspended. Fontela was
processed per department procedure

and later released on an I-bond with a
Sept. 1 court date.
Thursday, Aug. 13
★  At 11:30 a.m., police responded to
the 1600 block of Cayman for a fraud
complaint. Complainant reported re-
ceiving a call from someone purport-
ing to be from the Social Security Ad-
ministration.
★  At 12:39 p.m., police responded to
the 200 block of Main for a customer
dispute.
Friday, Aug. 14
★  At 6:30 a.m., police responded to the
300 block of Joan for a miscellaneous
investigation.

Police reports
Continued from page 2
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Village resident celebrates milestone birthday
Neighbors, friends and members of the community helped village resident Elvis

Summers celebrate his 100th birthday on Saturday. Aug. 15 with an outdoor par-
ty and short parade. The honoree enjoyed his “Happy Birthday” song on bag-
pipes by South Elgin police officer Jim Creighton.

Summers served in the U.S. Army from October 1942 to January 1945, in the
Philippines, where he ran a mortar. He worked at the Elgin Casket Company for
25 years. Summers grew up in southern Illinois where he was one of 10 children.
He commented that he married his wife with only $5 in their pocket.
Summers said he loves the Chicago Cubs.

Birthday honoree Elvis Summers listened while Officer Jim Creighton played
‘Happy Birthday’ on the bagpipes. (Examiner photos by Juli Schatz)

Diane Novak, left, and Pam Tiffany with the ‘birthday boy’ Elvis Summers.

A big banner welcomed Elvis’ friends and relatives to his 100th birthday party.

WWAANNTTEEDD::
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Various U-46 expenses
approved by board vote
By Seth Hancock

Resources promoting LGBTQ issues
for kindergarten to 12th grade stu-
dents in School District U-46 were ap-
proved among $6.6 million in expen-
diture proposals by a unanimous vote
from the Board of Education at its
meeting on Monday, Aug. 3 which
was held electronically due to the
COVID-19 shutdown. 

Those resources came under a four-
year contract renewal with Gale cost-
ing $397,158 which will be paid from
the education fund. 

Gale “currently provides databases
and eBooks at the elementary, middle,
and high school levels,” the proposal
states. 

“Upon renewal of services, our stu-
dents and staff will gain access to up-
dated databases and eBooks that will
include new collections such as social
emotional (SEL) eBooks that address a
variety of topics including anxiety, de-
pression, diversity, equity, and the
contributions of LGBTQ individuals in
American history, as required by re-
cent Illinois legislation, mandated to
begin July 1, 2020,” the proposal states. 

The nation’s taxpayers, through fed-
eral grants, will spend $2.5 million for
speech therapists through 17 separate
agencies or individuals. The contract
renewals are up from $2.1 million. 
Also, through federal grants are con-

tract renewals with three agencies
costing $579,189 (up from $543,058)
for occupational therapists, a renewal
with Center for Psychological Services
costing $203,500 (down from
$208,081), a renewal with Maxim
Health and Mediscan Staffing for so-
cial worker service costing $192,863
(down from $203,500), a renewal with
Gorbold Behavioral Consulting, Inc.
for specialized student services con-

sultants costing $85,000 (up from
$75,000) and a renewal with McGraw
Hill for reading mastery and correc-
tive reading resources costing $34,747
(down from $42,694). 

A three-year contract renewal with
Automatic Building Controls, LLC
will cost $1.3 million (operations and
maintenance fund) for a HVAC servic-
es plan covering 39 buildings. The cost
is up from $898,203. 

Costing $1.2 million (education
plan), the board approved a three-
year contract renewal for Newsela re-
source. The annual cost of $388,000 is
up from $228,000 annually when the
resource was adopted in 2015. 

“Newsela curates libraries of online
articles leveled to 5 differentiated text
levels, with additional optional com-
prehension assessments, vocabulary
acquisition, content engagement, and
data tracking in English Language
Arts, Science, Social Studies, and So-
cial and Emotional Learning for stu-
dents in grades 2-12,” the proposal
states. 

A three-year contract renewal with
Turnitin costing $168,762 (education
fund) was approved. The annual cost,
$56,254, is up from $40,850 last year. 

“Turnitin provides teachers and stu-
dents an electronic submission plat-
form where students can receive im-
mediate feedback from a combination
of methods, including a peer review
system, teacher feedback system, au-
tomated grammar feedback, and its
signature originality checker and
feedback system,” the proposal states. 

Also unanimously approved was
$16.7 million in itemized bills as well
as a personnel report and workers’
compensation cases which included
one workman’s comp case costing
$33,252 for an elementary principal. 
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