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Magnet status given to U-46 academies at

Streamwood, Larkin, Bartlett

Three of Elgin Area School District U-46's specialized academies -- at Streamwood, Larkin,

and Bartlett high schools -- have been recognized as nationally certified magnet schools for

providing high-quality, innovative educational options to families and students that promote

choice, diversity and academic excellence.

Of the two remaining academies in U-46, South Elgin High School's Beacon Academy of Media

& Digital Arts earned magnet status in 2021, and Elgin High School's Gifted and Talented

Academy is preparing for International Baccalaureate accreditation.

The certifications come as U-46 continues to strengthen its high school programming to

ensure every student is prepared to succeed in college and careers. The district is investing in

facility upgrades, enhancing its "Educational Pathways," and offering an increasing number of

work-based learning opportunities.

"We've always been proud of our high school academies, and the certification through the

Magnet Schools of America demonstrates to our families that they provide outstanding

learning opportunities for our students, with a rigorous and relevant curriculum," said U-46

Superintendent Dr. Tony Sanders. "I wanted to thank all the administrators and teachers who

worked on the applications, evaluations, and extensive process that led to this

accomplishment."



U-46 launched academies, a themed-based school within a school, at each of its five

comprehensive high schools more than 20 years ago. In recent years it has redesigned

programming at the academies to ensure they remain unique and focused.

The three academies that recently received Magnet status are:

• Streamwood High School's LEAD Academy, with LEAD standing for Leadership

Entrepreneurship Action and Design. The academy students learn to be problem solvers and

innovators in a collaborative environment. The program is designed for students interested in

rigorous academic learning coupled with real-world experiential learning. Through several

courses, students develop a business from conception to market, c• Larkin High School's

Visual and Performing Arts Academy. This academy features a four-year performance-based

program in the focus areas of dance, drama, visual arts, and vocal and instrumental music. It

uses multiple approaches to learning that address problem-solving skills, the creative process,

and imagination through a focus on the fine arts.

• Bartlett High School's Science, Engineering, and High Technology Academy. At this

academy, students are immersed in the principles of engineering and design. Concepts from

science and math are applied to solving real-world problems with technology.

The academies received the certification following a yearlong process. Academy staff and high

school leadership provided evidence that demonstrated the schools met or exceeded criteria

developed by Magnet Schools of America -- criteria that fall under the pillars of diversity,

innovative curriculum and professional development, academic excellence, leadership, and

family and community partnerships. The efforts were led by Tracy Stewart, assistant principal

of innovation at Streamwood High; Todd Duty, then the assistant principal of innovation at

Larkin High; and Milena Nedeljkovic, the assistant principal of STEM at Bartlett High. The

certifications are valid through 2026.

Students in U-46 apply to attend one of the five high school academies in the fall of their

eighth grade year.



To help students decide on whether and where to apply, the five academies will offer open

houses throughout October.

culminating in a "pitch night" to seek funding for each business.

Families and eighth-grade students should visit www.u-46.org/magnetacademies for updated

information on these opportunities. Email and text reminders will also be sent this fall to all

families with eighth-grade students.

Meanwhile, the district is also strengthening the "Educational Pathways" for students not part

of an academy. Educational Pathways are a strategically planned sequence of career oriented

courses paired with required general education courses that lead directly to a post-secondary

plan. For instance, a student in the Health Sciences pathway would take their core classes, as

well as courses in the pathway. They could graduate high school as a certified nursing

assistant, earning college credit through the Dual Credit program, and then be well prepared to

pursue a variety of postsecondary options in the health professions or medical field.

Over the summer, improvements were made to the facilities at Streamwood High for programs

that include early childhood education, healthcare science, and law. The LEAD Academy was

also fully renovated to include spaces that foster creating thinking and teaming; a board room;

a student-run school store; and a digital fabrication laboratory. Next summer, the precision

manufacturing, engineering, hospitality and automotive technologies programs at

Streamwood High School are planned to be upgraded. Larkin and South Elgin high schools

underwent similar improvements in the summer of 2021, and the remaining high schools are

scheduled for updates in the coming years.

In addition, U-46, in partnership with the Alignment Collaborative for Education, placed 52

students in summer internships around the community. These internships offered students

hands-on opportunities with companies across many industry clusters working directly with

professionals in engineering, manufacturing, real estate, finance, marketing, community

relations, and youth services careers.

http://www.u-46.org/magnetacademies


"I appreciated having real workforce opportunities that opened my mind to see how things we

learn in school apply in real life," said Kush Patel, a senior at Bartlett High's STEM Academy

who completed an internship with Elgin Sweeper.

The nonprofit organization of business and community leaders is committed to partnering

with schools, families, and the community to prepare students for future success as they

progress through high school, ready to transition to post-secondary education and work

experiences. Alignment will also support U-46 by planning Explore, the district's annual expo

designed to expose eighth-graders to various careers and demonstrate the connection between

academic curriculum and future careers. Students will attend during the school day on

Wednesday, Oct. 6, at the NOW Arena in Hoffman Estates.
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After 2-year break, Elgin Image Awards return,

seeking nominations

By: Rick West

The Elgin High School band received an Elgin Image Award in 2017. Courtesy of Elgin Area School

District U-46

After a two-year hiatus, the Elgin Image Awards are back and seeking nominations.



The awards, started in 1992, recognize individuals, businesses and organizations that have had

a positive impact on the city.

"We're so excited to bring back these wonderful Elgin Image Awards that started 30 years

ago," said Denise Raleigh, a member of the Elgin Area Chamber of Commerce's Enhancing

Elgin Committee that organizes the awards. "Elgin is an amazing community, a growing

community, and there's so many facets to it. We just want to highlight a lot of great projects

that happened over the last two years."

Because the event was canceled during the pandemic, nominations can highlight work done by

people or organizations from 2020-2022.

Nominations are due Oct. 7 and can be submitted online at

elginchamber.com/form/view/27350.

Raleigh said the award categories have been tweaked since the event was last held.

"We're hoping to highlight a really diverse number of projects, people and organizations

because that is the essence of Elgin, we're a diverse community and we celebrate it," she said.

Award categories are:

• Professional Rockstar.

• Volunteer Extraordinaire.

• Gamechanger Projects.

• Creating a Difference Groups.

• Green Initiative/Sustainable Business of the Year.

• Excellence in DEI or Building Equity.

• Youth Service Project -- for people 21 and younger.

Nominees will be judged by a panel representing chamber member organizations and winners

will be announced at a Nov. 1 reception at the Edward Schock Centre of Elgin.

http://www.elginchamber.com/form/view/27350
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Rick Armstrong’s Aurora, Elgin and Naperville football
rankings and players of the week for Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2022
By: Rick Armstrong

Naperville North's Nathan Jacobs (32) catches a touchdown pass against Homewood-Flossmoor during a nonconference
game on Friday, Aug. 26, 2022. (H. Rick Bamman / Naperville Sun)

Top 10

With records through Sunday and previous rankings in parentheses.

1. Naperville North 3-0 (1)

Danny Eloe produces 107 yards and three touchdowns to set stage for battle at Neuqua Valley.

2. Neuqua Valley 2-1 (3)

Everyone deserves to live their life feeling safe. That’s why OnStar Advisors are now with you

everywhere.

Nic Lendino’s interception on final play preserves 21-20 win for Wildcats.

https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/sports/ct-nvs-btf-state-st-0601-20220531-yiqvubgsazheddiqilvhhhsywe-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/sports/ct-nvs-fbl-lendino-st-0824-20220823-ixjh2ksyhzdkdc7ucxishwoxya-story.html


3. Yorkville 3-0 (4)

Blake Kersting delivers 37-yard TD catch, eight tackles in win over Plainfield South.

4. Geneva 3-0 (9)

Troy Velez ran 23 times for 160 yards and both TDs against Glenbard North.

5. South Elgin 3-0 (8)

Kyle Steinhofer contributes five receptions for 92 yards as Storm cruises.

6. Jacobs 3-0 (5)

Golden Eagles hold off winless McHenry, which has toughest first-half schedule in conference.

7. Naperville Central 2-1 (7)

Tyler Dodd scores three TDs in Redhawks’ rout. Winless Waubonsie Valley is next.

8. Batavia 1-2 (2)

Rugged schedule takes its toll but toughens up happy-to-be-home Bulldogs.

9. Oswego East 2-1 (3)

Tre Jones runs for 160 yards and three TDs in Wolves’ win of rare Thursday game.

10. St. Charles North 2-1 (NR)

Will Vaske passes for 223 yards and two TDs, runs for another in DuKane Conference opener.

Offensive Player of the Week

Junior quarterback Ryan Mohler, subbing for injured starter Mark Mennecke, leads Neuqua to

21-20 win over St. Mary’s of St. Louis. Mohler throws 43-yard TD, runs for another.

Defensive Player of the Week

Junior free safety Will Diamond intercepts two passes to key Geneva’s defensive effort for the

14-10 win in a DuKane Conference opener.

https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/aurora-beacon-news/sports/ct-abn-armstrong-col-st-1022-20211021-6czyoowktjhktmiexhebczq65q-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/aurora-beacon-news/sports/ct-abn-fbl-gnva-taylor-st-0821-20220819-7yzew6l2qre7jdwttkxrxlggce-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/aurora-beacon-news/sports/ct-abn-fbl-south-elgin-st-0824-20220823-ji6ws5ayzbcmxansn2rvwh2wdy-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/sports/ct-nvs-fbl-egan-st-0821-20220819-k2tban2nofeb3iapawuqhg6rku-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/aurora-beacon-news/sports/ct-abn-fbl-oswe-pflde-st-0910-20220909-zqzxzm6bsvcx3iozcfzsz4amfy-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/aurora-beacon-news/sports/ct-abn-fbl-preview-st-0826-20220825-q3bemts7lraxdg2c3mjurctgaa-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/sports/ct-nvs-fbl-neuqua-st-0911-20220910-n7m2ne5aqbgkfihbpiipn5gpea-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/naperville-sun/sports/ct-nvs-fbl-nv-mennecke-st-0624-20220623-nv32vcwjonfxhlhairlbncr7ei-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/aurora-beacon-news/sports/ct-abn-fbl-geneva-knld-st-0904-20220903-xq4qffkdsjd4fiag3zy3e7d3k4-story.html
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Football / Top 20

Wheaton North's Walker Owens runs the ball during last week's 27-24 win over Batavia. The Falcons

moved up to No. 7 in this week's Daily Herald Top 20 head of Friday's game at No. 19 St. Charles North.

Sandy Bressner/sbressner@shawmedia.com

Football

Team Week 4 opponent

1. Prospect 3-0 At Maine South (Thursday)

2. Warren 3-0 At Stevenson

3. Glenbard West 3-0 At Proviso West

4. Naperville North 3-0 At Neuqua Valley

5. York 3-0 Hosts Downers Grove North

6. Palatine 3-0 At Glenbrook South (Thursday)

mailto:sbressner@shawmedia.com


7. Wheaton North 3-0 At St. Charles North

8. South Elgin 3-0 Hosts Larkin

9. Maine South 2-1 Hosts Prospect (Thursday)

10. Neuqua Valley 2-1 Hosts Naperville North

11. Hersey 3-0 At Highland Park

12. Downers Grove North 3-0 At York

13. Batavia 1-2 Hosts Lake Park

14. Jacobs 3-0 Hosts Prairie Ridge

15. Naperville Central 2-1 Hosts Waubonsie Valley

16. St. Francis 3-0 At Chicago Christian

17. Geneva 3-0 At Wheaton Warrenville South

18. Cary-Grove 2-1 Hosts McHenry

19. St. Charles North 2-1 Hosts Wheaton North

20. Glenbard South 3-0 At Streamwood

Others to watch: Wauconda 3-0, IC Catholic Prep 2-1, Hinsdale Central 1-2, Crystal Lake South

2-1, Grayslake Central 3-0, Grayslake North 3-0, WW South 1-2, Elk Grove 3-0


